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March 6, 2013 
 
California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management  
Financial Assistance Branch 
Post Office Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA  94236-0001 
Attn: Mr. Zaffar Eusuff  
 
RE:   Indian Wells Valley Water District’s Proposition 84 Grant Application 
   
Dear Mr. Eusuff: 
 

The Indian Wells Valley (IVW) is located in the northern part of the Mojave Desert, east of the 
Sierra Nevada and south of the Owens Valley. There is a single source of potable water supply; the 
local groundwater aquifer underlying the IWV. This aquifer is recharged from precipitation in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Groundwater is pumped to supply the Indian Wells Valley Water District, 
Naval Air Weapons Station-China Lake (NAWS), Inyokern Community Services District, and 
numerous private wells. Additionally, groundwater is used for agricultural purposes, mostly in the 
northern portion of the basin, and Searles Valley Minerals exports water from the aquifer for the 
community potable water system and mining operations in Trona/Searles Valley located about 25 
miles east of the IWV.  
 
In 1995, ten local stakeholders agreed upon a Cooperative Groundwater Management Plan 
resulting in formation of the Indian Wells Valley Cooperative Groundwater Management Group 
(IWVCGMG).  The group was comprised of representatives of the ten signatories including the 
Bureau of Land Management, the City of Ridgecrest, Eastern Kern County Resources Conservation 
District, Searles Valley Minerals, Indian Wells Airport District, Indian Wells Valley Water District, 
Inyokern Community Services District, Kern County Water Agency, Naval Air Weapons Station and 
Quist Farms.  The County of Kern - Board of Supervisors 1st District became the eleventh signatory 
in 2003. This Management Group was established to accomplish the following objectives: 

1.  Limit additional large scale pumping in areas that appear to be adversely impacted. 
 
2.  Distribute new groundwater extraction within the Valley in a manner that will minimize adverse 
effects to existing groundwater conditions (levels and quality), and maximize the long-term supply 
within the Valley. 
 
3.  Aggressively pursue the development and implementation of water conservation policy and 
education programs. 
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4.  Encourage the use of treated water, reclaimed water, recycled, gray and lower quality water 
where appropriate and economically feasible. 
 
5.  Explore the potential for other types of water management programs that are beneficial to the 
Valley. 
 
6.  Continue cooperative efforts to develop information and data which contributes to further 
defining and better understanding the groundwater resource in the Indian Wells Valley. 
 
7.  Develop an interagency management framework to implement and enforce the objectives of this 
Plan.  
 
Previous groundwater studies in the basin indicate that the groundwater budget in the IWV is not 
only in a deficit, but that the water of highest quality is being extracted now.  Recognizing this, IWV 
users have been encouraged to implement water conservation measures to reduce the pumping 
deficit.  Nevertheless, the IWVCGMG recognizes the IWV will eventually need to treat brackish 
water in order to extend the life of the groundwater resource. The Indian Wells Valley Water District 
conducted a study from 2007-2010 that proved local brackish water can be treated effectively with 
zero liquid discharge.  The next step is to identify brackish water resources that can be treated and 
introduced to the potable water supply.   
 
For the benefit of all users of the Indian Wells Valley aquifer, the signatories of the IWVCGMG 
strongly support the Indian Wells Valley Water District’s grant application to fund a brackish water 
resource study.   
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Don Zdeba 
Chairman 
Indian Wells Valley Cooperative Groundwater Management Group 
www.iwvgroundwater.org 
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