
 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

File 3 of 3:  Agency Drought Declarations and Conservation Directives 

Local  drought  declarations,  conservation  directives,  and  other  supporting  documents  are  provided  in  this  section.  
Documentation is organized by project sponsor agency as listed below. 

 

Alameda County Water District 

Contra Costa Water District 

City of Calistoga 

City of Napa 

Dublin San Ramon Services District 

East Bay Municipal Utility District 

Marin Municipal Water District 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

San Mateo County RCD 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Sonoma County Water Agency 

Stinson Beach County Water District 

Zone 7 Water Agency 

Other Agencies (e.g., Wholesale Customers) 
   



 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Alameda County Water District 

Alameda County Water District.  March 13, 2014.  An Ordinance of Alameda County Water District Declaring a Water 
Shortage Emergency and Adopting Water Use Regulations, Restrictions and Guidelines for the Water Shortage 
Emergency. 

__________.  March 17, 2014.  Alameda County Water District Declares Water Shortage Emergency. 

__________.  January 17, 2014.  Press Release – Alameda County Water District Asks Customers to Reduce Water 
Usage by 20%.   

   

















 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Alameda County Water District   www.acwd.org  
(510) 668-4200   43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont, CA 94538  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  March 17, 2014 
CONTACT:  Frank Jahn, (510) 668-4209 
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY WATER DISTRICT DECLARES 
WATER SHORTAGE EMERGENCY 

 

Mandatory Water-Use Restrictions in Effect Until Further Notice 
 
Fremont, CA – On March 13, the Alameda County Water District Board of Directors 
declared a water shortage emergency within Fremont, Newark, and Union City and 
adopted an ordinance that includes mandatory water-use restrictions. 

“The exceptionally dry conditions forced our hand,” noted ACWD Board president Paul 
Sethy.  “Without mandatory conservation, we won’t be able to meet ordinary water 
demands without depleting our supply or reducing its quality.” 

The bulk of the restrictions relate to landscape irrigation.  Lawns and other landscaping 
may be watered no more than one day per week during the fall, spring, and winter, and 
no more than two days per week during the summer.  Public parks, school grounds, golf 
courses, and day care centers are allowed one extra day of irrigation per week, as is 
new drought-tolerant landscaping that replaces irrigated turf.  Irrigation while it is raining 
is prohibited, as is irrigation that results in ponding or excessive runoff. 

Other water use restrictions include prohibitions against hosing off sidewalks and 
driveways, using hoses without shut-off nozzles, and the draining and refilling of 
swimming pools. 

Enforcement of the restrictions will involve a three-step process.  Violators will first be 
sent a written warning via U.S. mail.  A second warning will be issued during an on-site 
visit if violations persist.  Continued violations may result in termination of water service. 

Exceptions to the water-use restrictions will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

“Our customers have always risen to the task of conserving water during previous 
droughts,” said ACWD General Manager Walt Wadlow.  “It’s our sincere hope that they’ll 
respond again as we cope with the worst water supply emergency in the District’s 100 
year history.” 

Violations of the mandatory restrictions can be reported to ACWD by calling (510) 668-
4299 or visiting www.acwd.org/reportwaste.  



 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Alameda County Water District   www.acwd.org  
(510) 668-4200   43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont, CA 94538  

California is currently experiencing the driest conditions in its recorded history.  The 
Sierra snowpack, which accounts for the bulk of the state’s drinking water, is currently at 
28% of normal. The Department of Water Resources has informed ACWD that it will 
receive 0% of its annual allocation from the State Water Project which typically accounts 
for 40% of the District’s supply.  Additionally, local runoff, which accounts for another 
40% of the District’s supply, is currently at only about 33% of normal. 

For information on how to conserve water, visit the Drought Resource Center at 
www.acwd.org or call the Drought Hotline at (510) 668-4470. 

# # # 

For 100 years, the Alameda County Water District has supplied water to the residents 
and businesses of southern Alameda County. ACWD supplies drinking water to the 
more than 336,000 people living in the cities of Fremont, Newark, and Union City. For 
more information, please visit www.acwd.org.  



 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Alameda County Water District   www.acwd.org  
(510) 668-4200   43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont, CA 94538  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 17, 2014 
CONTACT: Walt Wadlow, 510-668-4201 
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY WATER DISTRICT ASKS CUSTOMERS TO 
REDUCE WATER USAGE BY 20% 

 
Request comes in Support of Governor Brown’s Proclamation of a 

Drought Emergency  
 

Fremont, CA – Alameda County Water District announced today that it is requesting Tri-
City area residents, businesses, and institutions to voluntarily cut back on their water use 
by 20% in response to Governor Brown’s declaration of a statewide drought emergency. 

ACWD relies on local runoff from the Alameda Creek watershed for 40% of its supplies. 
The State Water Project provides 40% of the ACWD’s supplies, with the balance of 20% 
purchased from the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s (SFPUC’s) Hetch-
Hetchy water system. 

In light of the continued dry conditions, both locally and in the Sierras, and recent 
information from California Department of Water Resources officials regarding State 
Water Project availability, ACWD is currently updating its water supply forecasts. With no 
significant precipitation in the forecast, the District is concerned and continues to monitor 
the situation very closely. ACWD staff is closely coordinating with officials from the 
California Department of Water Resources and the SFPUC regarding water supply 
conditions of the State Water Project and Hetch-Hetchy system, respectively. 

Because of the ongoing dry conditions, and uncertainties with both local and imported 
water supply availability, ACWD is requesting that customers voluntarily cut back on 
their water use by 20%.  Below, please find guidelines on how customers can help by 
reducing their water use. 

 “We are taking this third dry year very seriously,” said Board President Paul Sethy. “Our 
customers’ water conservation efforts in the past have really helped lessen the impacts 
of dry conditions.  Continuing these habits and developing new ones will be crucial this 
year. We will also continue to update the community as new information becomes 
available.” 

“ACWD has a comprehensive water conservation program with plenty of incentives, 
tools and technical information to help our customers save water,” noted ACWD Water 
Conservation Supervisor Stephanie Nevins. “If customers have been thinking about 



 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Alameda County Water District   www.acwd.org  
(510) 668-4200   43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont, CA 94538  

taking advantage of the rebates and incentives ACWD offers, now is the time,” Nevins 
went on to say. 

ACWD officials encourage customers to conserve water in the following ways: 

• Find and fix leaks. Leaky faucets, showers, toilets and irrigation systems can 
waste a lot of water. 

• Significantly reduce, or if possible, eliminate landscape water use during these 
shorter days and cooler nights.  

• Cover exposed soil with mulch. 
• Operate clothes washers and dishwashers with full loads only. 
• Take shorter showers. 
• Turn off the tap when brushing teeth or shaving. 
• Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways and walkways. 
• Get your car washed at a commercial car wash that recycles water. 
• Install high-efficiency clothes washers. 
• Replace older, high water use fixtures and devices with water efficient models 

(toilets, showerheads, faucet aerators). 
• Reduce lawn areas and choose native and drought tolerant plants for your 

landscapes. 
 
For additional information on ACWD’s water conservation programs, including rebates 
on turf replacement and high efficiency clothes washers, please visit the ACWD website 
at www.acwd.org.  

# # # 

For 100 years, the Alameda County Water District has supplied water to the residents 
and businesses of southern Alameda County. ACWD supplies drinking water to the 
more than 336,000 people living in the cities of Fremont, Newark, and Union City. For 
more information, please visit www.acwd.org. 

 

 

 



 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Contra Costa Water District 

Contra Costa Water District.  March 19, 2014.  Resolution No. 14‐06 – A Resolution of the Board of Directors of Contra 
Costa Water District Establishing a 15% Voluntary Drought Management Program Necessary to Sufficiently 
Conserve Available Water Supply. 

__________.  March 19, 2014.  Agenda Docket Form, Subject: 15% Voluntary Drought  Management Program.   

__________.  2014.  CCWD Asks Customers to Voluntarily Cut Water Use by 15 Percent. 
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Calculate How Much Water
You Can Use in 

Gallons Per Day (GPD) 
Under the 15%Voluntary Drought

Management Program

Historical Use (GPD)  

(historical use is on the back of your bill) 

Calculate Target Use  

Your Target Use: 

 

Have questions? 
Here is our list of FAQ's 

Flushing Program Reduced to 
Save Water & Protect Water

Quality

Optional Insurance For Residential

Water Service Now  Available

 

CCWD Lifeline Rate Information

 

Easy Pay, It Really Is Easy

 

Pay Your CCWD Bill By Credit Card

 

Sign Up For Paperless Billing

 

Guide to Navigating Paperless

Billing Signup

 

CCWD Has Many Options For

Paying Your Bill

 

Protect Your Water Pipes When it

Gets Cold

 

Starting New  Water Service With

CCWD

 

Learn How  To Read Your Water

Meter

 

Read Your Meter, & We'll Do The

Math!

 

Call Before You Dig

 

Meter Reading

 

Backflow  Prevention Program

 

Opening Your Account

 

For Your Protection

 

Historical Water Use

 

A Leak in the Street

 

Water Rates

 

Billing Procedures

 

Closing Your Account

 

Access to Meter

 

Project Update

 

Re-establishing Credit

 

CCWD Asks Customers To Voluntarily Cut
Water Use By 15 Percent 

Most customers can save by reducing watering in their yards

The Contra Costa Water District's Voluntary Drought Program for 2014 is asking customers to reduce their overall water

use by 15 percent from their historical use.

The program was approved by the CCWD Board of Directors on March 19 and will be in effect on April 1. Most customers
can meet the voluntary goal by cutting back on how much watering you do in your yard.

Historical use for your property can be found on the back of your
water bill, You can also contact Customer Service at (925) 688-8044
or send us an e-mail.

The historical use is an average of 2005–2007 water 

use at your residence.

If the circumstances at your household

have changed, such as additional people living in the
house, please fill out this exception form. (Note, if you
previously submitted a form, you don't need to send
another one.)

Recent conservation efforts are appreciated and are not counted
against customers. 

California is facing a significant water crisis after several consecutive
dry years. In January, Gov. Jerry Brown formally declared a statewide
drought emergency. The severity of the water shortage stems from
the small amount of precipitation and snow pack received this winter.

The District is not increasing water rates as a component of this drought
program. Customers who meet the voluntary conservation goals under
the Drought Program will save money on their water bills by using less
water.

The goal of this Program is to reduce consumption to conserve available water
supplies and save water in theLos Vaqueros Reservoir . 

The Drought Program focuses on reducing outside water use, while minimizing impacts to jobs and the local
economy. The District discourages the following wasteful watering practices.

More tips and advice are available from our Conservation Program.

Tips for Saving Water Right Now

QUICK FIX
Something you can do right

now
Reduce Landscape Watering

Schedule

The typical home sprinkler system
delivers at 10 gallons every minute. If
your schedule is set to water for 10
minutes, that means 100 gallons of
water are used. And that is just for
one sprinkler station. Try reducing
your schedule by one watering day

for significant savings.

SMART PURCHASE

An affordable way to save
more, get a rebate! 

Buy High-Efficiency Toilets

Toilets installed prior to 1994 use 3.5
to 5 gallons per flush. Modern toilets

with a WaterSense label use only
1.28 gallons per flush. Through the
end of the year, CCWD provides

$125 rebates to eligible customers
for the purchase of high-efficiency

toilets. Look here for eligibility
information. 

GREAT INVESTMENT

A big idea for long-term
savings, earn up to $1,000 in

rebates 
Lose the Lawn and Get a Garden

Lawns are the biggest water user at
most homes. A typical front lawn

(750 sq. ft.) will use more than
28,000 gallons in a year. Replace
your existing lawn with water-wise
landscaping and reduce its water
use by half. CCWD provides up to

$1,000 in rebates to replace a water-

http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/historical-use.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/drought-faq2.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/waterquality/PipeCleaningFAQ.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/index.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/welcome
http://www.ccwater.com/mediacenter
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice
http://www.ccwater.com/atwork
http://www.ccwater.com/waterquality
http://www.ccwater.com/publications
http://www.ccwater.com/education
http://www.ccwater.com/
http://www.ccwater.com/losvaqueros
http://www.ccwater.com/employment
http://www.ccwater.com/buscenter
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve
javascript:hidenews();
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/homeserve.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/lifeline.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/autobillpay.asp
https://ipn.paymentus.com/otp/stde/cncw
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/billpay.asp#online
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http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/serviceFAQ.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/water_calculator.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/water_calculator.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/dig.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/meter.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/backflow.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/openacct.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/protection.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/historical-use.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/streetleak.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/rates.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/billing.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/closeacct.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/meter.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/projects/
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/recredit.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/customerservice/historical-use.asp
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http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/rebates_rtoilets.asp
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SAVE UP TO 400
GALLONS PER WEEK!

information. 

SAVE UP TO 5,500
GALLONS PER YEAR!

 

$1,000 in rebates to replace a water-
thirsty lawn with a water-wise
garden. Look here for program

information, or call (925) 688-8320.

SAVE UP TO 14,000
GALLONS PER YEAR!

Helpful Links

CCWD's Conservation Section has
all kinds of resources, tips & rebates

The Association of California Water Agencies and the California
Department of Water Resources have joined forces to produce

this useful website.

Free Water Saving Devices from CCWD, 

including our four-minute shower timer.

10 Easy Ways to Save Water Indoors

10 Easy Ways to Save Water Outdoors

Drought Survival 101 Trees

Drought Survival 101 Lawn

Drought Survival 101 Mulch

Learn How To Read Your Water Meter With This Video, And

We'll Calculate Your Gallons Per Day.

Irrigate Like the Pros: See How To Schedule Your Home Watering

Need To Stay Up to Date on the Drought? 

Subscribe to our Water Conservation Newsletter 

Can't Wait? Follow us on Twitter

Your City May Have its own Water Management Program. Look below to see
more information:

City of Martinez

 

http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/rebates_rtoilets.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/Lawn.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/index.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve
http://www.saveourh2o.org/
http://www.saveourh2o.org/
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/devices.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/devices.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/files/10tipshome.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/10tipshome.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/10tipsgarden.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/10tipsgarden.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/Drought101Trees.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/Drought101Trees.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/Drought101Lawn.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/files/Drought101Mulch.pdf
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/water_calculator.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/conserve/water_calculator.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/files/WaterUseGuide.pdf
http://ccwdwaterconservation.blogspot.com/
http://twitter.com/ccwd
http://www.cityofmartinez.org/depts/public_works/water_conservation.asp
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City of Calistoga 

City of Calistoga.  February 4, 2014.  Resolution 2014 – 013 – Resolution of the City Council of the City of Calistoga, 
County of Napa, State of California, Declaring a Stage II Water Emergency. 

__________.  May 20, 2014.  Resolution 2014 – 034, Resolution of the City Council of the City of Calistoga, County of 
Napa, State of California, Amending Resolution No. 2014‐013 to Change the Stage II Water Emergency Best 
Management Practices. 
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City of Napa 

City of Napa City Council.  May 20, 2014.  DRAFT – Regular Meeting Minutes for the City Council of the City of Napa.   

__________.  May 20, 2014.  Agenda Report Re: Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts. 

__________.  May 20, 2014.  2014 California Drought, City of Napa: Report on Water Supplies Conservation Efforts 
Presentation. 
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 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NAPA 
 

MAY 20, 2014 
 

3:30 PM Afternoon Session 
6:30 PM Evening Session 

 
City Hall Council Chambers 

955 School Street 
  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:   3:30 PM 
 

1.A Roll Call 
  

PRESENT: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 

ABSENT: None 

 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS: 

Deputy City Clerk Lisa Blackmon reported the supplemental items were 
PowerPoint presentations by staff for items 6A, 6B, and 6C.  

 
3. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

 
3.A Proclamation "Affordable Housing Month" 
 

City Council read the Proclamation designating May 2014 "Affordable 
Housing Month".  

 
3.B Proclamation "National Public Works Week" 
 

City Council read the Proclamation designating May 18 - 24, 2014 as 
"National Public Works Week".  

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 
Moved, seconded ( Mott / Pedroza ) to approve the Consent Calendar as 
presented with the exception of Item 5F which was pulled for discussion.  

 
Motion carried: 

 
AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
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5.A Approval of the City Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Approved the May 6, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes.  
 

5.B Modify the City Council Calendar to set a July 11, 2014 Regular 
City Council Meeting 

 
Adopted Resolution R2014-82 setting a Regular City Council meeting 
to Friday July 11, 2014 at 3:30 P.M.   

 
5.C Approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of 

Napa and the Management Unit of the Napa Police Department.    
 

Approved the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of 
Napa and the Management Unit of the Napa Police Department 
(MUNPD) for the term January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2015, 
and authorize the Assistant City Manager to sign the MOU on behalf 
of the City.  

 
5.D Closeout of Napa Valley Corporate Park Reassessment District 

No. 1997-1.  
 

Adopted Resolution R2014-83 declaring the Napa Valley Corporate 
Park Reassessment District No. 1997-1 Redemption Fund as surplus, 
ordering the disposition of surplus amounts, and approving the District 
Closeout Analysis and Findings Report.  

 
5.E Appropriation of Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) Funds 

for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 
 

Adopted Resolution R2014-84 authorizing the City Manager to 
execute an agreement with Napa County Transportation and Planning 
Agency (NCTPA) for a grant of $12,144 in TFCA funds for the 
purchase and installation of three electric vehicle charging stations, 
and determine that the project is not subject to CEQA.  

 
5.F Guideline Changes to the First Time Homebuyer Down Payment 

Assistance Program 
 

Pulled by Councilmember Pedroza for discussion.  
 

Andrea Clark, Affordable Housing Representative, provided an 
overview of the First Time Homebuyer Down Payment Assistance 
Program and the proposed changes.  
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Moved, seconded ( Pedroza / Inman ) to adopt Resolution R2014-85 
authorizing guideline changes to the First Time Homebuyer Down Payment 
Assistance Program and determine the recommended action is not subject to 
CEQA.   

 
Motion carried: 

 
AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
5.G Professional Services Agreement to prepare an Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR). 
 

Adopted Resolution R2014-86 approving a Professional Services 
Agreement between the City and First Carbon Solutions to complete 
preparation of the Solano Square at Justin-Siena EIR in an amount 
not to exceed $251,000 to complete preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report ("EIR"), and authorizing the City Manager to execute 
the Agreement on behalf of the City, and determine the recommended 
action is not subject to CEQA as it results in no physical changes to 
the environment.  

 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

 
6.A Fiscal Year 2013-14 Third Quarter Report 

 
Finance Director Roberta Raper provided detailed information on the 
Third Quarter Financial Report; City Manager Mike Parness provided 
a status report on project tracking, capital projects, and the customer 
relationship management web-based application.  
 

Moved, seconded ( Inman / Sedgley ) to adopt Resolution R2014-87 
approving and adopting amendments to the Budget for the 2013-14 Fiscal 
Year.  
  
Motion carried: 

 
AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
6.B Stormwater Program Update 
 

City Council received an update on the recent and planned National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System year 1 and 2 permit requirements.   
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Gerardo Mendez, Engineering Assistant and Jamison Crosby, 
Program Manager for the Napa Countywide Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Program provided information on the program, permitting 
requirements, an overview of accomplishments for year one and plans 
and goals for year two.   

 
6.C Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

 
Water General Manager Joy Eldridge provided an overview of the 
Governor's drought declarations, the City of Napa's current water 
supply status, the supply position for 2014 and 2015 and ongoing 
conservation efforts.   

 
Moved, seconded ( Pedroza / Inman ) to receive a report on Water Supplies 
and Conservation Efforts in light of the 2014 drought declaration for the State 
of California and determine that the action is not subject to CEQA.  

 
Motion carried: 

 
AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
6.D Response to 2013-14 Grand Jury Report item "VINE Management 

and Ridership" 
 

City Manager Parness briefed the Council on the City’s response.   
 
Moved, seconded ( Sedgley / Mott ) to approve the City response to the 
2013-14 Grand Jury report's Recommendation 8 regarding VINE 
Management and Ridership.   

 
Motion carried: 

 
AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
7. CONSENT HEARINGS: 
 

Mayor Techel announced the Consent Hearing items and called for public 
comment. There being none, the hearings were open and closed without 
comment. 

 
Moved, seconded ( Inman / Pedroza ) to approve the Consent Hearings 
calendar as presented. 
 
Motion carried: 
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AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 

   7.A Citywide Landscape Maintenance Assessment District, FY  

    2014-2015  

Adopted Resolution R2014-88 approving Engineer's Report and 
ordering annual levy of assessment for the Citywide Landscape 
Maintenance District, FY 2014-2015, and determine that these actions 
are exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15301(h).   

 
7.B Napa Valley Corporate Park Landscape and Lighting Assessment 

District, Fiscal Year 2014-2015 
 

Adopted Resolution R2014-89 approving Engineer's Report and 
ordering annual levy of assessment for the Napa Valley Corporate 
Park Landscape and Lighting District, Fiscal Year 2014-2015, and 
determine that these actions are exempt from CEQA pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(h).   
 

 
8. COMMENTS BY COUNCIL OR CITY MANAGER: None.  

 
CITY COUNCIL RECESS 5:33 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING: EVENING SESSION 6:30 P.M. 

 
9. CALL TO ORDER: 

 
9.A Roll Call 

  
PRESENT: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 

ABSENT: None 

 
10. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 
11. AGENDA REVIEW AND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS: 

The City Clerk announced that Item 16 A included a PowerPoint presentation.  
 
 

12. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
 

12. A Proclamation "Mental Health Awareness Month" 
 

Mayor Techel and City Councilmembers read the Proclamation 
designating May 2014 as "Mental Health Awareness Month"; the 
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Proclamation was accepted by staff members from the Napa County 
Mental Health Services Division.   

 
 13. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

   Dorothy Glaros requested that the City provide some pavement and signage  
  improvements to her property.  

  
  There were no other public comments.  
 

14. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
 
14.A Potential Napa River Dredging Special Financing District 

Formation 
 

Julie Lucido, Senior Civil Engineer, explained staff is seeking direction 
on whether to pursue public outreach efforts for a possible future 
formation of a Community Facilities District to fund maintenance 
dredging of the Napa River.  

 
Mayor Techel called for public comment.  
 
Bernhardt Krevet, stated the Friends of the Napa River are in support 
of the formation of the District.    
 
Steve Vartan, an Officer of the Napa Valley Yacht Club, stated the 
Club supports the formation of the District.    
 
John Salmon, member of the Napa Valley Yacht Club, reiterated the 
Yacht Club’s support and suggested city staff ask the Corps of 
Engineers to consider releasing its jurisdiction from the Kennedy Park 
ramp in order to form more district funding in the future.    
 
Discussion ensued. Rick Thomasser, representing the Napa County 
Flood District provided information regarding the boundaries of the 
river, maintaining the shoal areas, and funding dredge maintenance. 
Councilmember Mott stated he would like more information with 
respect to the 2/3 voting requirement and the nexus between the 
registered voters and the business owners. General Council 
discussion ensued.   
 
It was the consensus of the City Council to direct staff to move 
forward with public outreach efforts concerning the possible future 
formation of a Community Facilities District to fund dredging of the 
Napa River. 
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15. CONSENT HEARINGS: 

 
15.A Annexation of 2063, 2065, 2075, 2083 and 2091 West Pueblo 

Avenue. 

Mayor Techel announced the Consent Hearing items and called for 
public comment; one individual indicated a wish to speak. Mayor 
Techel stated the item would then be pulled from Consent and be 
considered as a full Public Hearing. Staff came forward for a report.   

 
Ken MacNab, Planning Manager, stated the item is a routine 
application for five properties on West Pueblo and would be 
considered an “island” annexation. He stated it was staff 
understanding that all owners of the five properties did not object to 
the annexation.   
 
Mayor Techel called for public testimony.  

 
Robert Lockhart, property owner at 2065 West Pueblos stated he 
recently purchased the property and voiced his opposition to the 
annexation. Discussion ensued.   
 
Councilmember Sedgley noted that the agenda and resolution had 
two different addresses listed for one property. It was noted for the 
record that the correct address was 2091 West Pueblo. General 
discussion regarding county “pockets” ensued.   
 
Randy Gularte, Realtor, explained he was the listed applicant for the 
annexation, on behalf of Raymond Canepa, who has requested 
annexation of lots on 2075 and 2083 West Pueblo.  He reviewed his 
outreach efforts to the residents. He stated Dave Tiesso at 2063 
responded he did not support annexation, and Mr. Lockhart had just 
purchased the property and had not been informed of the annexation 
application. He explained at the time he had made the application, it 
was a “neutral” issue.   
 
Mayor Techel asked Mr. Gularte to verify that both 2065 and 2063 
were opposed; Mr. Gularte responded affirmatively.  
 
Dave Tiesso, property owner at 2063 West Pueblo verified he was 
opposed to the annexation.  
 
Lengthy discussion ensued regarding the impacts of annexation, the 
reasons why Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCO) 
encourages eliminating island annexation, the fact that two properties 
were opposed, and possible resolutions to the concerns by the two 
property owners opposed to the annexation.  
 

http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=28ad6ddd-436f-4271-a951-622d609637c3&time=9840
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=28ad6ddd-436f-4271-a951-622d609637c3&time=9840
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4bbde928-9e59-4c47-b710-e8d9ebd9dd6b&time=9850
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=7415a3fc-777a-4b35-b141-289fdb249af6&time=9940
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=7415a3fc-777a-4b35-b141-289fdb249af6&time=9940
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=7415a3fc-777a-4b35-b141-289fdb249af6&time=9940
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=7415a3fc-777a-4b35-b141-289fdb249af6&time=9940
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=6947e9b0-c7ad-492f-bafc-3b80b76de7ef&time=10370
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=6947e9b0-c7ad-492f-bafc-3b80b76de7ef&time=10370
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=6947e9b0-c7ad-492f-bafc-3b80b76de7ef&time=10370
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=6947e9b0-c7ad-492f-bafc-3b80b76de7ef&time=10370
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=e01ef026-5b0c-4ea9-abee-783c355deafd&time=10506
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4d17fd21-944a-4097-919f-5ed6b5c2883f&time=10786
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=4d17fd21-944a-4097-919f-5ed6b5c2883f&time=10786
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=473c9319-6bc5-48e9-af15-65c5817c15b6&time=10918
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=473c9319-6bc5-48e9-af15-65c5817c15b6&time=10918
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=473c9319-6bc5-48e9-af15-65c5817c15b6&time=10918
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=473c9319-6bc5-48e9-af15-65c5817c15b6&time=10918
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=473c9319-6bc5-48e9-af15-65c5817c15b6&time=10918
http://napacity.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=4a6a326e-fcfe-41e5-a9ed-ab59f3892e95&meta_id=473c9319-6bc5-48e9-af15-65c5817c15b6&time=10918


DRAFT 
      

City Council Meeting Minutes  
May 29, 2014  

Page 8 of 9 
 

Mr. Gularte stated he would like to relay the residents’ concerns to the 
developer of the property to attempt to resolve concerns.    
 
Mayor Techel suggested delaying the process; Mr. MacNab stated 
there will be time between action today and the LAFCO proceedings. 
Councilmember Mott noted the area is in the General Plan and is 
developable land to provide more housing stock. Discussion ensued.  
 

Moved, seconded ( Sedgley / Mott ) to adopt a resolution requesting that the 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) initiate proceedings for the 
annexation of the five properties at 2063, 2065, 2075, 2083 and 2095 West 
Pueblo Avenue and a determination that any environmental impacts were 
adequately examined by the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) adopted for 
Envision Napa 2020. 

 
Motion carried: 

 
AYES: Mott, Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman 
NOES:  Techel 
ABSENT:  None 

 
16. PUBLIC HEARINGS/APPEALS: 

 
16.A Zoning Regulation Amendment for winery- and hotel-uses in 

Napa Valley Corporate Park and repeal of the Napa Valley 
Corporate Park Specific Plan  

 
Councilmember Mott recused from the vote as he owns property  

 within 500 feet of the subject property. Councilmember Mott left the 
 meeting.   

 
Mike Allen, Planner, provided a report regarding the Zoning 
Amendment and the repeal of the Napa Corporate Park Specific Plan.   

 
Shawna Shaffner, representing Napa Valley Commons Owners 
Association stated she was available to answer questions and 
introduced Mr. Ned Pike, one of the owners, who was also present.   

 
Lengthy discussion ensued including the water issue, wine production 
zoning use, whether there would be retail in the corporate park, the 
design of the buildings, and wine production in the industrial park.  
 

Moved, seconded ( Sedgley / Inman ) to (1) adopt a resolution approving 
a Negative Declaration for the Napa Valley Commons Zoning 
Amendment; (2) adopt a resolution repealing the Napa Valley Corporate 
Park Specific Plan; and (3) approve first reading and introduction of an 
ordinance amending Section 17.14.020 of the Industrial Park Zoning 
District pertaining to winery- and hotel-related uses. 
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 AYES:   Pedroza, Sedgley, Inman, Techel 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 RECUSED: Mott 
 

17. COMMENTS BY COUNCIL OR CITY MANAGER: 
 

Councilmember Sedgley announced that longtime Napa resident Joseph 
Imboden recently passed away.  

 
The meeting was adjourned in memory of Joseph Imboden.   

 
18. ADJOURNMENT:  8:30 P.M.  

 
18. The Mayor announced the next regularly scheduled meeting of the 

City of Napa City Council would be June 3, 2014.  
 

 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------- 
Dorothy Roberts, City Clerk   
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CITY OF NAPA CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REPORT 

ADMIN CALENDAR 
AGENDA ITEM 6.C. 
Date:  May 20, 2014 

   
To: 
 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
 

From: 
 

Jacques R. LaRochelle, Public Works Director 
 

Prepared by: 
 

Joy Eldredge, Water General Manager 
 

Subject: 
 

Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts 
 

 
ISSUE STATEMENT: 
 
Receive a report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts in light of the 2014 
drought declaration for the State of California and determine that the action is not 
subject to CEQA.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The City of Napa Public Works Water Division operates and maintains the water supply, 
treatment, transmission and distribution system that serves over 85,000 customers 
within the City of Napa and surrounding areas. The water supplies consist of two local 
surface water reservoirs Lake Hennessey (31,000 acre-feet (A-Ft)) and Milliken 
Reservoir (1,390 A-Ft) as well as entitlements from the State Water Project (SWP) 
(21,900 A-Ft.) 
 
In a typical year, the total customer demands are 15,400 A-Ft with variability due to 
annual climactic differences.   The Governor’s drought declaration called for voluntary 
conservation of 20% and called on water suppliers and municipalities to implement their 
local water shortage contingency plans.  The water supply status of municipal, industrial 
and agricultural entities varies widely across the state.  At this time, the City of Napa 
Water Supplies are in a better position than most entities largely due to prudent water 
supply planning and effective long-term water conservation programs.  Lake Hennessey 
is at 80% of full capacity holding 24,000 A-Ft while Milliken Reservoir is at 100% of 
capacity holding 1,390 A-Ft of water. 
 
The SWP allocation is announced throughout the rainy season.  Supplies vary each 
year taking in to consideration the status of existing reservoir capacities throughout the 
state and the available snowpack in the Sierras which serves as a substantial natural 
reservoir. The current allocation of the SWP gives 5% of allocations to be made 
available after September 1, 2014.  For the City of Napa that results in 1,095 A-Ft 
available later this year.  Fortunately the City also has 11,300 A-Ft of carryover water 
from recent years that is available. 
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Details regarding our water supply status are defined in staff’s update to Council on 
February 4, 2014 (See Attachment 1.) Due to significant investments made over the last 
eight years our supplies have become more reliable, especially in a drought year.   
 
Since the last update provided to Council in February 2014 there has been a lot of 
uncertainty as to the availability of carryover water in 2014.  There were concerns that 
the Barker Slough Pump Station (BSPP), our SWP intake, would be subject to pumping 
curtailment i.e. the pumps would be turned off completely.  In addition there were 
concerns that the salinity gradient in the delta would creep far enough north to 
compromise the water quality at BSPP making the water unpalatable for a period of 
time starting in the summer months.  
 
In preparation for this scenario, staff had been working closely with Solano County 
Water Agency over the past two months to come to terms on an alternate source of 
supply that would not be subject to these pumping restrictions and could be used during 
this extreme year.  Although subject to approvals and agreements with the United 
States Bureau of Reclamation, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the State 
Department of Water Resources, it was deemed feasible that this water stored in Lake 
Berryessa could have been diverted from the Putah South Canal, tied into the North 
Bay Aqueduct (NBA) and pumped to the NBA terminal tanks where it could be treated 
at the Barwick Jamieson Treatment Plant.  Staff has since deemed these agreements 
unnecessary this year but considers the efforts valuable to facilitate regional 
coordination and increase reliability in the event of a natural or unforeseen disaster.  
 
The City of Napa has sufficient supplies to withstand the 2014 drought.  Staff 
implemented a focused outreach campaign in February through April to avoid an uptick 
in demand as seen in the two previous major droughts in 1976-77 and 1987-1992 and 
customers have responded.  Demands reduced in late February after the initial rains hit 
however when the weather warmed in late March and flora started blooming during the 
longer days, it became obvious that customers were foregoing the temptation to resume 
typical irrigation patterns.  This is a result of educated customers who are aware of wise 
water use and reduced their seasonal consumption due to uncertainty surrounding the 
drought.   
 
Now it is certain that the City’s water supplies are sufficient to maintain normal demands 
through 2014 and we will be in a solid position at the start of 2015.  However, staff will 
continue with its conservation and outreach programs encouraging customers to 
continue wise use of our valuable resource. 
 
A multi-faceted approach has been and will continue be used to disseminate this 
information.  Information will be: 
posted on the City’s website www.cityofnapa.org/water 
mailed directly via a newsletter to all customers in May,  
published in the City Update in the Register on May 6th, 
displayed at community events such as the Home & Garden Show, Farmer’s Market, 
etc. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACTS: 
 
Although the last four months have exhibited volatile swings from high to low demands 
typical for the time of year, there are no financial impacts to the Water Enterprise Fund 
through the third quarter this fiscal year.  During the upcoming summer months when 
demands are typically the highest, revenue may be less than expected if customers 
respond fervently to the statewide drought messaging.  Additionally if there is no rainfall 
contributing to reservoir recharge through late spring 2015, it is anticipated that the next 
stage of drought planning may be necessary and that may negatively impact revenues.   
 
CEQA: 
 
The Public Works Director has determined that the Recommended Action described in 
this Agenda Report is not subject to CEQA, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15060(c).   
 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: 
 
Attachment 1:  February 4, 2014 Council Report on Water Supplies and Conservation 
Efforts. 
 
NOTIFICATION: 
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council move, second and approve each of the actions 
set forth below, in the form of the following motion. Move to: 
 

Accept the Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts in light of the 
2014 drought declaration for the State of California. 
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CITY OF NAPA CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REPORT 

ADMIN CALENDAR 
AGENDA ITEM 11.A. 

Date:  February 04, 2014 
   
To: 
 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
 

From: 
 

Jacques R. LaRochelle, Public Works Director 
 

Prepared by: 
 

Joy Eldredge, Water General Manager 
 

Subject: 
 

Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts 
 

 
ISSUE STATEMENT: 
 
Accept the Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts in light of Governor Jerry 
Brown’s January 17, 2014 drought declaration for the State of California. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The City of Napa Public Works Water Division operates and maintains the water supply, 
treatment, transmission and distribution system that serves over 85,000 customers 
within the City of Napa and surrounding areas. The water supplies consist of two local 
surface water reservoirs Lake Hennessey (31,000 acre-feet (A-Ft)) and Milliken 
Reservoir (1,390 A-Ft) as well as entitlements from the State Water Project (SWP) 
(21,900 A-Ft.) 
 
In a typical year, the total customer demands are 15,400 A-Ft with variability due to 
annual climactic differences.   The Governor’s drought declaration called for voluntary 
conservation of 20% and called on water suppliers and municipalities to implement their 
local water shortage contingency plans.  The water supply status of municipal, industrial 
and agricultural entities varies widely across the state.  At this time, the City of Napa 
Water Supplies are in a better position than most entities largely due to prudent water 
supply planning and effective long-term water conservation programs.  Lake Hennessey 
is at 71% of full capacity holding 22,000 A-Ft while Milliken Reservoir is at 62% of 
capacity holding 800 A-Ft of water. 
 
The SWP allocation is announced throughout the rainy season.  Supplies vary each 
year taking in to consideration the status of existing reservoir capacities throughout the 
state and the available snowpack in the Sierras which serves as a substantial natural 
reservoir. The current allocation of the SWP gives 5% of allocations.  For the City of 
Napa that results in 1,095 A-Ft available this year.   
 
Fortunately, our supplies have become more reliable due to actions taken over the last 
eight years including: 
 
2006 - purchased 1,000 A-Ft of water supply entitlements from the City of St Helena, 
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2009 - purchased 1,100 A-Ft of water supply entitlements from the Town of Yountville, 
2010 - accelerated SWP entitlements from 16,100 A-Ft to 21,900 A-Ft, 
2011- completed upgrades of the Barwick Jamieson Treatment Plant. 
 
These investments are instrumental in preparing the City of Napa to withstand a 
drought.  The increases to the entitlements have resulted in the availability of carryover 
water in 2012 and 2013 such that 11,300 A-Ft is available to bolster the 1,095 A-Ft 
currently allocated this year. 
 
The 2007 Water Bonds were used to invest in water quality upgrades and increase 
treatment capacity from 12 to 20 million gallons per day (MGD) thereby gaining the 
capability to take beneficial use of the increased SWP allocations. 
 
These water supply investments are paying off, however the other main factor for our 
solid water supply situation this year is attributed to our effective conservation 
programs.  For more than a decade the City of Napa has been educating it’s customers 
and providing incentives to implement water-use efficiency programs for both indoor 
and outdoor uses.  Our commitment to conservation was memorialized with the 2002 
Memorandum of Understanding when we joined the California Urban Water 
Conservation Council (CUWCC) and has us tracking Best Management Practices and 
documenting our progress to meet the statewide conservation mandate established by 
SBx7-7 calling for 20% reduction of consumption measured in gallons per capita per 
day (GPCPD) by the year 2020.  Key programs include but are not limited to: 
 
high-efficiency toilet rebates,  
water-efficient washing machine rebates,  
cash for grass/turf buyback program,  
sprinkler times - the free irrigation app,  
Waterwise Workshop series including Water-wise Gardening,  
Landscaper Training, and 
Water Education for Teachers (WET) Program 
 
These programs have proven effective in maintaining system peak demands thereby 
avoiding the need for the next increment of storage or increase in pipe sizes, and 
allowing the capital investments to be used for renewal and replacement of existing 
aging infrastructure.  In fact, a comparison of year 2002 to 2012 which had similar 
weather patterns, shows an increase in population of 6,000 persons over the nine-year 
period, while customer demands dropped by 1,800 A-Ft. 
 
At this time, the City of Napa has sufficient supplies to withstand a drought that is 
equivalent to the 1976-77 drought and the 1987-1992 drought.  However, both of those 
drought periods resulted in increases of customer demands in the first year by 2,000 
and 1,500 A-Ft respectively due to the lack of rain and increased irrigation during the 
winter.  Therefore, a focused outreach campaign will include educational information 
regarding the reduced need for irrigation during the winter due to the dormancy of plants 
and grasses while the daylight hours are shorter than in summer.  Customers will be 
asked to continue with wise and efficient use of their water as a way of life and be 
aware to not use more water than they used in recent years.  The City’s water supplies 
are sufficient to maintain normal demands through 2014 and 2015. 
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A multi-faceted approach will be used to disseminate this information.  Information will 
be: 
posted on the City’s website www.cityofnapa.org/water 
mailed directly via a one-page newsletter to all customers in early February,  
published in the City Update in the Register on February 4th , 
presented by guest speakers to leadership groups and civic organizations 
advertised on the local radio station KVON, 
participate in the morning radio show on KVON February 3rd. 
 
The Water Division is deferring the fulll hydrant flushing program that would have 
flushed one-third of the system this year. The annual flushing is important to maintaining 
water quality so it is likely flushing in select areas will be necessary to maintain 
compliance. All efforts will be made to minimixe the amout of water used during these 
efforts. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACTS: 
 
There are no anticipated financial impacts to the Water Enterprise Fund this fiscal year.  
However, if there is no rainfall contributing to reservoir recharge throughout 2014 and 
through February 2015, it is anticipated that the next Stage of drought planning would 
be necessary.  As called for in the next stage of drought response interruptible 
agricultural accounts would need to be cut off as well as hydrant meters serving 
locations outside City limits.  Implementing these limitations and calling for additional 
conservation would reduce revenues in that fiscal year by 10 - 20% or an estimated 
$2.5 million (M) - $5M. 
 
CEQA: 
 
The Public Works Director has determined that the Recommended Action described in 
this Agenda Report is not subject to CEQA, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15060(c).  
 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: 
 
None 
 
NOTIFICATION: 
 
None 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
No formal action necessary. 
 

Accept the Report on Water Supplies and Conservation Efforts in light of 
Governor Jerry Brown’s January 17, 2014 drought declaration for the State of 
California. 
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City of Napa:  Report on Water Supplies and 
Conservation Efforts 

 

“You don’t know the value of  

water until the well runs dry” 

   - Ben Franklin 

2014 California Drought 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Governor’s Drought Declarations 

 Voluntary reduction of consumption by 20% 

 Avoid waste 

i.e. Wash cars at  facilities that recycle the water 

 Implement local water shortage contingency plans   

 Expedite voluntary water transfers and exchanges 

Jan 2014 

May 2014 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Water System 

2015  Dwyer Rd Pump Station 

21,900 A-Ft 
13,050 A-Ft 

24,300 A-Ft 31,000 A-Ft 

 Lake Hennessey 78%   

 Milliken Reservoir 91% 

1400 A-Ft 1,250 A-Ft 

24,300 A-Ft 

1,250 A-Ft 

13,050 A-Ft 
 State Water Project 60% 

Current Status 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Water Supply Status 

 

State Water Project  

Total  

 Annual Demand  ~ 15,400 A-Ft per year 

2014 Supply 

 5% Allocation 

11,300 A-Ft        Carryover 

Article 21 

1,100 A-Ft 

650 A-Ft 

13,050 A-Ft 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Water Supply Status 

 

 State Water Project  

 Local Reservoirs   

 Annual Demand  ~ 15,400 A-Ft per year 

2014 Supply Plan 

2015 Supply Position 

 State Water Project  

 Local Reservoirs   

2,450 A-Ft 
5% +/- 

Advanced Table A 3,800 A-Ft 

20,850 A-Ft + 66% + 

10,600 A-Ft carryover 

 4,800 A-Ft 

15,400 A-Ft 

28,200 A-Ft + 

carryover 
1,100 A-Ft +/- 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Interruptible Ag and Hydrant Meters
    

No Interruptions 

Ag customers – 22 accounts 165 A-Ft $350k/yr 

Hydrant meters– 45 accounts 47 A-Ft   $190k/yr 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Activity Since January Update 

 5% Allocation available Sept 1 

 salinity gradient at Barker Slough 

 summer diversion restrictions 

 Solano Intertie 

 River Outflows 



City of Napa Report on Water  
Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Heightened Conservation:  Spring/Summer 2014 

Community 
Events 

www.cityofnapa.org/water 

• Earth Day 

• COPE Kids’ Day 

• Bay-Friendly Garden Tour 

• Lose Your Lawn Workshop 

• Home & Garden Show 

• Watershed Open House 

• Farmers Market 

• Town & Country Fair 

• Rotary Clubs 

• Realtor Groups 

• SIR Luncheons 

• HOAs, etc. 

Presentations 

Advertising 

• “Californians Don’t Waste” 

o Posters, Local Magazine Ads 

 

 

 

• Local Radio Ads re: irrigation 

Mailer 

Restaurant Cards 

Water Waste 
Response 

Regular Programs 
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City of Napa Water Use vs. 2013 
[since Governor’s Drought Declaration] 

23% 
22% 

6% 
May (to date) 

25% 
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Supplies and Conservation Efforts 

May 20, 2014 

Drought Restrictions 
• Mandatory, Temporary (e.g., outdoor watering ban) 
• Typical water demand may return after restrictions lifted 

Long-Term Water Conservation 
• Primarily incentive-based (e.g., Toilet Rebates) 
• Permanent demand reductions 
• Helps stretch supplies, enter drought in better position 
• Uptick in program participation during drought 

vs. 
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City of Napa Water Supply 

We have enough to use and not enough to waste. 

 
Determines our starting position for 2015. 
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Water Administration Building 

1340 Clay Street 

Spread the word 

www.CityofNapa.org/Water 

 
Free water conserving devices and information available at: 

Questions? 



 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Dublin San Ramon Services District 

Dublin San Ramon Services District.  May 5, 2014.  Resolution No. 26‐14 – Resolution of the Board of Directors of Dublin 
San Ramon Services District to Update and Declare a Continuing Community Drought Emergency, and Rescind 
Resolution 10‐14. 

__________.  May 5, 2014.  Resolution No. 27‐14 – Resolution of the Board of Directors of Dublin San Ramon Services 
District Declaring a Stage 3 Water Supply Shortage Under Chapter 4.10 of the District Code, Clarifying Resolution 
No. 11‐13 and Rescinding Resolution No. 18‐13. 

__________.  May 5, 2014.  Ordinance No. 333 – An Urgency Ordinance of Dublin San Ramon Services District Adopting 
Water Use Limitations during the Community Drought Emergency. 

__________.  May 5, 2014.  Ordinance No. 334 – An Urgency Ordinance of Dublin San Ramon Services District Adopting 
Penalties and Provisions for the Enforcement of Water Use Limitations during the Community Drought 
Emergency. 

   









































































 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

East Bay Municipal Utility District 

East Bay Municipal Utility District.  April 22, 2014.  Declare a Need to Use the Freeport Project to Deliver Supplemental 
Supplies, Suspend Implementation of the Supplemental Supply Surcharge for Fiscal Year 2014, and Reaffirm the 
2014 Preliminary Dry Year Response Plan. 

__________.  February 11, 2014.  EBMUD Board of Directors asks customers to cut water use by 10 percent. 

__________.  February 11, 2014.  Motion – 2014 Preliminary Dry Year Response Plan.   

__________.  May 13, 2014.  Motion – Water Shortage Action Plan. 
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EBMUD Board of Directors asks customers to

cut water use by 10 percent

Reductions needed to preserve dwindling supplies

OAKLAND, February 11, 2014 — Due to unusually dry conditions, decreasing reservoir levels and a

potentially pessimistic forecast for the rest of the rainy season, the EBMUD Board of Directors today

announced that to protect water supplies, voluntary cutbacks of 10 percent are needed from all customers

effective immediately.

EBMUD relies on snowmelt and runoff for almost all of its supply. As of this weekend, the amount of snow

and rain in the Mokelumne River watershed 90 miles from the East Bay is 49 percent of normal. EBMUD

received more than seven inches from recent storms.

“This weekend’s rain and snow were a relief. But we still have only about half of the average precipitation

we count on,” said Board President Andy Katz.

Many East Bay residents and businesses have made conservation a way of life. In fact, EBMUD customers

use 17 percent less water today than they did five years ago. Some customers also have been using

recycled water for irrigation or industrial process, further extending supplies.

“We are grateful to our customers who use water wisely every day. But we must ask for a ten percent

voluntary cutback to make sure we have enough water stored in case this water shortage persists,” said

Katz.

Customers are asked to cut 10 percent to stretch supplies and to keep up those efforts until further notice. If

dry conditions persist and rain and snowfall are not enough to sufficiently refill EBMUD reservoirs, it is

possible that EBMUD will declare a water shortage emergency in April. At that time, EBMUD’s Board of

Directors will review the final precipitation totals and may take additional measures.

EBMUD will continue assisting its customers to save water through rebates and targeted information and

assistance.

While customers cut back their water use, EBMUD is also preparing to obtain water from the Sacramento

River via its Freeport Regional Water Facility, which EBMUD and its partner, Sacramento County Water

Agency, completed in 2011. The facility has the capacity to move 100 million gallons per day to the East Bay

during dry years. The water is available through a contract with the US Bureau of Reclamation. The Bureau is

set to determine in late February how much water will be provided this year to its contractors, including

EBMUD. EBMUD also is working with the Placer County Water Agency on a potential water transfer, which

includes the benefit of water releases in the lower American River that provides a boost to migrating fish.

“EBMUD wants to thank customers who are already saving water. And if mandatory rationing becomes

necessary, we guarantee that customer allocations would not be based on use during this voluntary cutback

period,” said Katz. “Now is a great time to fix leaks, manage irrigation and transform lawns to sustainable

landscapes. We hope that these water savings can help us avoid more stringent measures later.”

For the latest water supply update, information on rebates and watersmart tips, go to

www.ebmud.com/watersmart.

Contact

Andrea Pook

Senior Public Information Representative

510-287-0145
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Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Marin Municipal Water District 

Marin Municipal Water District.  January 21, 2014.  Resolution No. 8251 – A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the 
Marin Municipal Water District Calling for 25% Voluntary Water Usage Reduction and Activating Phase I of the 
District’s Water Shortage Contingency Plan. 

   









 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

San  Francisco  Public  Utilities  Commission.    January  31,  2014.    San  Francisco  Public  Utilities  Commission  Formally 
Requests Customers Voluntarily Curtail Water Use – Goal is to Reduce System‐Wide Usage by 10%.   

Ritchie, S. R., Assistant General Manager, Water, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission.   May 7, 2014.   Letter  to 
SFPUC Wholesale Customers Re: Implementing Governor Brown’s April 25 Proclamation on Drought.   

Office  of  the Mayor,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    February  10,  2014.    Executive  Directive  14‐01  – Water 
Conservation – City Departments. 

 

   



 

 

 

525 Golden Gate Avenue, 12th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94102  

T  415.554.3289 
F  415.554.3161 

TTY  415.554.3488 
NEWS Release (Release No. 3-14) Contact: Tyrone Jue                  

415-554-3247; 415-290-0163(cell)  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, January 31, 2014 
     

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
Formally Requests Customers Voluntarily Curtail 

Water Use 
 

Goal is to Reduce System-Wide Usage by 10%  
 

San Francisco, CA – Today, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
(SFPUC) officially asked customers of the Hetch Hetchy Regional Water 
System to voluntarily curtail water consumption by at least 10%. With drought-
like conditions being the worst in recorded California history, voluntary water 
conservation is the first step in stretching available water supplies. While the 
request is voluntary, it takes effect immediately and will apply to all residential, 
commercial, industrial, municipal and wholesale customers that receive water 
from the Hetch Hetchy Regional Water System.  
 
“Over the past ten years we have strengthened our water system, upgraded 
critical facilities and diversified supplies in order to prepare for this very 
moment,” said San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee. “Our users have been extremely 
prudent in their water use. Still, given the severity of the drought this year, we 
need every Hetch Hetchy customer to do a little more to conserve water.”  
 
Within the next two weeks, Mayor Lee will also be issuing an executive order to 
San Francisco city departments outlining strategies and requirements to further 
curtail municipal water use. Since the last request for 10% voluntary rationing 
in 2007, San Francisco city departments have successfully reduced 
consumption by 22% overall. 
 
Precipitation in regional system watersheds to date is only 25% of normal, the 
worse that it’s been in recorded history.  
 
Drought or not, customers are always asked to conserve water. The SFPUC, in 
concert with the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA), 
which represents the 26 wholesale customers of the Hetch Hetchy Regional 
Water System, will be working to develop a regional public education campaign 
to heighten awareness and encourage water conservation. To date, existing 
water conservation efforts throughout the system have been very successful in 
reducing water consumption despite a growing Bay Area population. 
 
“BAWSCA supports the SFPUC’s call for a voluntary 10% reduction.  With 
long-range forecasts offering little respite from the dry weather, voluntary 
conservation efforts are the best way to reduce the likelihood of mandatory 
cutbacks and other water restrictions,” said Nicole Sandkulla, Chief Executive 
Officer of BAWSCA. “Building upon our award-winning water conservation 
program, BAWSCA and the wholesale customers are committed to doing their 
part to respond to the SFPUC’s request.” 
 



  

 

Voluntary conservation does have the potential for unintended financial 
consequences. A 10% reduction in water usage will translate into a 10% 
decline in water revenue. Additionally, since sewer rates are directly tied to 
water usage, sewer revenue will also decline. Finally, with less water, the 
Hetch Hetchy hydroelectric powerhouses will produce and sell less power. At 
this time, the SFPUC is not planning to adjust current or future rates because 
of the drought. Rather, the SFPUC will implement fiscal austerity measures, 
much like what it did during the last dry spell. 
 
San Francisco is already very water wise. Residents on average use 49 gallons 
per day, one of the lowest daily residential consumption figures in the state.  
 
“Water supports life and our economy. Whether you are a homeowner, renter, 
business or government agency, every person needs to do their part to 
conserve today,” said Harlan Kelly, Jr., General Manager of the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission.  “Every water drop saved today is truly a drop 
saved for the future. And there simply won’t be a future without water.”  
 
Below are some water-saving tips that can be easily implemented today: 

1. Turn off the faucet when you are brushing your teeth or doing the 
dishes - saves 2 gallons per minute. 

 
2. Take shorter showers with high-efficiency showerheads. Each minute 

you cut saves 2.5 gallons. 
 

3. Operate washers with full loads even if machines have varied settings. 
 

4. Use a broom to clean sidewalks and pavement instead of a hose. 
 

5. Reduce watering by planting species appropriate for the climate. 
 

6. Water during the cool part of the day. Reduce evaporation by watering 
lawns and plants only at night or early morning before dawn. 

 
7. Detect leaks. Do you hear the toilet running or your faucet dripping? 

Contact us or your local water agency for information on locating your 
water meter and detecting plumbing leaks using meter readings. 
Conduct a dye-test in toilet tanks to identify silent leaks. 

 
8. Install aerators on bathroom/kitchen sinks to reduce water use by 4%. 

 
9. Replace your old toilet, the largest water user inside your home. New 

high-efficiency toilet models flush at 1.3 gallons or less compared to 
older models, which use up to 7 gallons per flush. Bay Area water 
agencies offer rebates for the purchase of select high-efficiency toilets. 

 
10. Replace your clothes washer, the second largest water user in your 

home. High-efficiency clothes washers can reduce water and energy 
use by 40%. Bay Area water agencies offer cash rebates.  

 
All San Francisco residents can receive free, water-efficient kitchen sink 
aerators and showerheads just by walking into 525 Golden Gate Avenue with 
proof of address, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. It’s that easy.  
 
For water supply updates and additional specific information about water 
conservation rebates offered by the SFPUC and BAWSCA, please visit 
www.sfwater.org/supplyupdate and www.BAWSCA.org. 

### 
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TO: 

F R O M : Steven R. Ritchie, Assistant General Manager, Water 

S F P U C Wholesale Customers 

DATE: May 7, 2014 

RE: Implementing Governor Brown's April 25 Proclamation on Drought 

As we noted in our Water Supply Availability Update on April 15, S F P U C ' s 
request for voluntary 10 percent reduction continues to be in effect. We are in a 
drought of statewide significance and we need to preserve water supplies in 
storage in the event that subsequent years of drought conditions persist. 

Underscoring the statewide importance of the drought, Governor Brown issued 
an Proclamation of a Continued State of Emergency on April 25, 2014 (see 
http://ca.qov/drouqht/topstorv/top-story-6.html for full text). We encourage our 
customers to implement the measures recommended by the Governor, which 
include: 

• Limiting lawn and outdoor plant watering to two days a week 
• Not washing sidewalks and driveways with water 
• Turning off fountains 
• Washing cars only at car washes that use recycled water 
• Implementing water use reduction plans at schools, parks and golf 

courses 
• Asking restaurants, hotels and other businesses to build awareness of the 

drought and reduce water usage by measures such as only serving water 
upon request 

Also note that the Governor prohibited Home Owner Associations from fining 
residents who conserve water by reducing lawn watering and pursuing other 
water conservation measures. 

Though our customers have demonstrated a commitment to water conservation 
and adopting best practices for water use, our water delivery tracking indicates 
that we have yet to maintain our reduction target. Our deliveries tend to increase 
during the warm and dry weeks and drop during rain events. In fact, last week  
deliveries increased bv more than 10% due to the warm weather. With the higher 
water demand season approaching, we expect to see some increase in demand, 
so we need our customers to be exceptionally water wise to meet the delivery 
reduction targets. 

We will revisit our water use reduction request on June 15 t h to determine if the 
10% voluntary reduction is sufficient. Thank you for your efforts to conserve 
water in this exceptionally dry year. 

Edwin M. Lee 
Mayor 

Vince Courtney 
President 

Ann Moller Caen 
Vice President 

Francesca Vietor 
Commissioner 

Anson Moran 
Commissioner 

Art Torres 
Commissioner 

cc: Nicole Sandkulla, CEO/General Manager, B A W S C A 

Services of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
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March 7, 2014 
 

Dear Guild Members and Water Account Holders,  
 

As the third year of record‐low rainfall begins, the Guild is taking several steps 
to manage our water supply until the next rainy season and beyond.   
 
Members of the Water Resources Committee have 
made a model of water diversion, storage and use to 
assess if we are in immediate danger of running 
critically low on water, and, if current weather 
patterns continue, how long supplies might last.  The 
two creeks from which we divert our raw water, 
Mindego and Woodhams, have had low but steady 
flows since last spring.  At these flows, Cuesta would 
be able to meet typical water use year‐round, 
although the reserves in our reservoirs would be 
lower than normal.  However, we do not know if 
those flows will indeed continue or if they may drop 
if rainfall remains low. If supply in these creeks 
drops, conservation efforts will be required to avoid 
a critical shortage.  For example, if creek flow drops 
50% over the next year, and if we continue to use 
water at current rates, we project a shortage by the 
fall of 2015.  However, under the same scenario, a 
20% reduction in water use would assure supply 
through 2015 until the next wet season. If we are 
lucky, next year will bring more rain – but we may 
not be lucky.  
 
The good news: Many La Honda residents already have begun to conserve water aggressively. 
Voluntary conservation in late January and early February has reduced average use by about 
25‐30%. Please keep up the good work! 
 

 

This colorful sign, painted by LH resident at 
the request of the CLHG Board, may be 
repainted and moved occasionally.
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To maintain a sufficient supply, we need to keep conserving water by at least 20% throughout 
the year. That is why, on February 19, the Board adopted an emergency water rationing 
measure to halve the current allotment per account (the amount included in your monthly 
Guild payment) to 600 cubic feet / month (from 1200 cubic feet / month), and to charge for any 
amounts above the basic allocation according to a new tiered‐pricing plan. The plan will go into 
effect after a 15‐day comment period. It will remain in effect for up to 120 days, although the 
Board will be continually reevaluating and might adjust the policy. 
 
Recent rain has lifted our total rainfall during July‐February from 20% to 30% of the 20‐year 
median – still well below normal. Many La Honda residents have expressed their deep concern 
for stretching our water supply through the year. Thank you ‐‐ and keep using water carefully! 
 
Sincerely, 
The Cuesta La Honda Guild Board of Directors 
 
 

MOTION ADOPTED BY CUESTA LA HONDA GUILD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FEBRUARY 19, 2014 

To adopt a water‐rationing program per the provisions of Civil Code 4360, Section d, and the rule change 
will suspend the existing monthly allotment and water over‐usage fees of Operating Procedure 304.4, to 
be replaced by a new allotment and fee schedule to be determined by the Board. The rationing program 
will start April 1, after meter readings are accomplished, and will remain in place for 120 days, although 
throughout that period the term and rates will be subject to Board review and possible adjustment. 
For each service connection, charges will be as follows 
Water use per month 

(cubic feet) 
Water use per month 

(gallons) 
Charge per cubic 

foot 
Total additional fee at 
this rate of water use 

up to 600 cubic feet  4,488 gallons,  or almost 150 
gallons/day in a 30‐day month 

$0                  
(this amount 

comes with your 
monthly dues) 

0 

601‐800 cubic feet 

an additional 1,489 gallons,  or 
about 50 gallons/day in a 30‐

day month  $0.12   $24  

801‐1000 cubic feet 

an additional 1,489 gallons,  or 
about 50 gallons/day in a 30‐

day month  $0.25   $74  

1001‐1200 cubic feet 

an additional 1,489 gallons,  or 
about 50 gallons/day in a 30‐

day month  $0.35   $144  
Greater than 1,200 cubic 

feet    
$0.50   $0.50 per additional cubic 

foot 
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Q&A ABOUT WATER ISSUES, SPRING 2014  
 
How do I submit a comment during the 15‐day comment period? 

 Email the Guild’s RealManage Manager, Vicki Lynch service@ciramail.com 
 Drop a letter in the door slot of the Guild office. Carroll Kelly is in the Guild Office 
Thursday and Friday, 12‐4 PM 

  Email or call a member of the Board. 
 
If I have a problem with my bill, what do I do? 

 Email the Guild’s RealManage Manager, Vicki Lynch service@ciramail.com Call 
RealManage at 1‐888‐473‐2573 and ask to be referred to Vicki Lynch 

 

How many people are affected by the tiered pricing plan? 
Only people who have Guild water accounts. The Guild has almost 300 accounts. They include 
Apple Jack’s, the Fire Brigade and La Honda Elementary. LHE will be subject to water use 
specifications that are geared to the school’s needs and the technical requirements of serving 
the location.  Judging from the Guild’s experience with the same tiered‐pricing plan during the 
dry fall of 2008, most La Honda residents should be able easily to adjust to using up to or less 
than the 600‐cubic‐foot / account / month (4,488 gallons / account / month) allotment.  
 

Is the Guild fixing its own leaks? 
Yes! We are always looking out for leaks. If you see one, please call Peter Lyon, the Guild’s 
Public Works Manager, at 650‐773‐9097. 
 

If I see a couple of workers flushing water from a hydrant, what is going on?   
Hydrants are flushed on a regular basis in order to eliminate build‐ups of harmful chemicals, 
which are produced when chlorinated water stagnates. Even in a drought, flushing must 
continue to maintain safe levels of disinfection chemicals in the water. 

 
WHAT CAN I DO TO CONSERVE WATER? 
Indoors 

 Never put water down the drain when there may be another use for it, such as for 
cleaning, or for watering a potted plant or plants in your garden. 

 Repair dripping faucets by replacing washers. If your faucet is dripping at the rate of 
one drop per second, the accumulated waste will be 2,700 gallons per year. 

 Take shorter showers. Replace your showerhead with a low‐flow version. 
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 Don’t let water run while shaving or washing your face or brushing your teeth. If you 
need hot water, heat it up on the stove first, or save in a pan or in the basin the cold 
water that first comes out of the tap.  

 Operate dishwashers and clothes washers only when they are fully loaded, or properly 
set the water level for the size of load you are using. 

 When washing dishes by hand, fill one sink or basin with soapy water. Quickly rinse 
under a slowly moving stream from the faucet. 

 Store drinking water in the refrigerator rather than letting the tap run every time you 
want a cool glass of water. 

 Kitchen sink disposals require lots of water to operate properly. Instead of using a 
garbage disposal, start a compost pile as an alternate method of disposing of food 
waste. 

 

PLEASE FIX LEAKS PROMPTLY 
o A slow drip that produces 1 gallon per hour produces 720 gallons per month. 

 
o Leaking toilets can use several hundreds of gallons a month. To test your toilet: Put a 

few drops of food coloring in your tank. If the color appears in the bowl, there’s a leak. 
Replace flapper and other parts until leak stops. 

 
o Please look around your house for damp spots on the ground where a pipe might be 

leaking. If you spot a damp spot in the roadways or on the ground up to and including 
your meter box, call Peter Lyon at 773‐9097. If you spot a damp spot after the meter 
box or in your yard, most likely it is your own service line and you may need a plumber. 
If you are not sure where the water is leaking from, call Peter. The Public Works team 
will be happy to assist in the determination of the source of the leak. 

 
Consider turning off home reserve osmosis filters until the drought ends: Reserve osmosis 
filters produce only 1 gallon of clean water for every 10 gallons processed. That means 9 gallons 
go to your septic tank. Please consider turning off a reserve osmosis filter – or using it sparingly 
– until the drought ends.   

 
Outdoors 

 Don’t overwater your lawn. As a general rule, lawns only need watering every 5‐7 days 
in summer and every 10‐14 days in winter. A hearty rain eliminates the need for 
watering for as long as 2 weeks. Water lawns during the early morning hours when 
temperatures and wind speed are the lowest. This reduces losses from evaporation. 

 Raise the lawn mower blade to at least 3 inches. A lawn cut higher encourages grass 
roots to grow deeper, shades the root system and holds soil moisture better than a 
closely clipped lawn. 

 Mulch to retain moisture in the soil. Mulching also helps to control weeds that compete 
with plants for water. 
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 Do not hose down your driveway or sidewalk. Use a broom to clean off leaves and 
other debris. 

 Do not leave sprinklers or hoses unattended. Your garden hoses can pour out 600 
gallons or more in only a few hours, so don’t leave the sprinkler running all day. Use a 
kitchen timer to remind yourself to turn it off. 

 Consider using a commercial car wash that recycles water. If you wash your own car, 
park on the grass to do so. 

 Avoid the installation of ornamental water features (such as fountains) unless the 
water is recycled. 

 If you have a swimming pool, consider a new water‐waving pool filter. A single back‐
flushing with a traditional filter uses from 180 to 250 gallons or more of water. 

 Use plants in your yard that require little water. For a list of native plants suitable for 
growing in La Honda, consult: 

o  Master Gardeners of San Mateo and San Francisco Counties (http://smsf‐
mastergardeners.ucanr.org/) 

o California Native Plant Society (http://www.cnps.org) 
o San Mateo County Resource Conservation District (http://sanmateorcd.org/) 
o local nurseries. 

 Other useful websites include:  
o The EPA’s Watersense site: http://www.epa.gov/watersense/ 

 
HOW MUCH WATER DO I USE? 

 Email a request for your water meter readings to the Guild’s RealManage Manager, Vicki 
Lynch service@ciramail.com or call 1‐866‐473‐2573. 

 Check your own water meter! 
 
How to check your own water meter: 

 There are nine different kinds of meters used in La Honda. The photo shows one type. They all 
read in cubic feet and all read with one revolution of the "seconds" hand (like an analog clock) 
equaling one cubic foot or 7.48 gallons  

 
 When no water‐using appliances are operating, find your water meter box, open the lid, and 
look at the meter. It has 6 digits.  
 

 Write down the number on the meter. Look again in a day or week. The difference between the 
first and second number is your water use over that period of time.  

 
 1 digit = 1 cubic foot of water = 7.48 gallons  
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 To reduce water use by 20% or more, keep 
checking your meter.  
To calculate your use / day:  Subtract second 

reading from the first reading and divide by the 
number of days  
E.g. 011231 ‐ 011216 =  
15 cubic feet of water * 7.48 gallons = 112.2 gallons 
 

 Some water meters have a leak 
indicator: a small red triangle, blue 
flower or other indicator.  

 
o If the triangle moves, a water‐using 

appliance is on – or you have a leak! 
 

o If your meter only has a sweep 
hand, make sure your faucets are 
off, check the sweep hand’s position 
and wait 1/2 hour. The sweep hand 
should not have moved. If it has 
moved from perhaps .6 to .7, you 
have a leak of about 0.1 cubic feet or 
1.5 gallons per hour ‐‐ a steady drip.  
 

o If you need assistance reading or finding your meter, please call Garrett Morris at 773‐
8782 or Will Long at 773‐8202. 

 

How much water does the average person use at home per day? 
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/qa‐home‐percapita.html 

Bath  A full tub is about 36 gallons. 
Shower  2 gallons per minute. Old showerheads use as much as 5 gallons per minute. 
Teeth brushing  <1 gallon, especially if water is turned off while brushing. Newer bath faucets use about 1 gallon 

per minute, whereas older models use over 2 gallons. 
Hands/face washing  1 gallon 
Face/leg shaving  1 gallon 

Dishwasher  4 to 10 gallons/load, depending of efficiency of dishwasher 
Dishwashing by hand  20 gallons. Newer kitchen faucets use about 2.2 gallons per minutes, whereas older faucets use 

more. 
Clothes washer  25 gallons/load for newer washers. Older models use about 40 gallons per load. 
Toilet flush  3 gallons. Almost all new toilets use 1.6 gallons per flush, but many older toilets used about 4 

gallons. 
Glasses of water drunk  8 oz. per glass (Did you remember to drink your 8 glasses of water today?) 
Outdoor watering  5 to 10 gallons per minute 
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APPENDIX: TECHNICAL DETAILS OF MODEL USED FOR CUESTA LA 
HONDA GUILD WATER SYSTEM 
 

I. Assessment and prediction. 
 

Mike Williams and David Ehrhardt built a model of water diversion, storage and use to assess how 
the current drought may affect Cuesta’s water supply over the next 2 years.  The model took into 
consideration different scenarios for water availability at our three diversion points. It also took into 
account historic and current patterns of water demand, loss of water by evaporation in storage 
reservoirs, and limitations of water diversion to direct use and to storage by our riparian rights, 
license and permits.   
 
i. Availability. The major unknown, of course, is water availability in Mindego and Woodhams 
streams.  Until the most recent storms, flow at the Upper Woodhams diversion point had been 
about 10 gallons per minute since late summer, according to estimates from Public Works staff.  In 
early January, water was diverted from Lower Woodhams at about 11 gallons per minute.  Water 
was not previously diverted from Lower Woodhams because Lower Reservoir is the only receptacle 
for water from Lower Woodhams, and for many months Lower Reservoir was in the process of being 
cleaned. Since October 1st, the earliest date when we can begin diverting water from Mindego 
creek, flow in Mindego and San Gregorio creeks has been below the bypass levels allowed by our 
permits, but it has been adequate for diversion by our license, which has no bypass requirement. (A 
“bypass” level is the amount of water that must be allowed to pass by the pump and remain in the 
waterway.) Thus, diversion has been reported at the full pump rate of approximately 45 GPM. 
 
As a conservative scenario, we ran models that assumed that the drought continues through next 
year (2015).  Since flow in both Woodhams and Mindego is reported to have been relatively steady 
since October, we are assuming that both systems are likely fed by a number of springs and seeps.  
We do not know how sustained drought will affect these reserves, but we do not assume that the 
current flows, while having been relatively steady so far, will go on indefinitely.  Thus we assessed 
scenarios where flow in both systems falls about 50% over the course of each year of sustained 
drought.   
 
ii. Demand.  Demand is the second big unknown. As a baseline, we calculated the average water 
production at the filter treatment plant for each month for 2003‐2011.  Water production is 
approximately the same as demand.  Although these historic numbers are not perfect, this is our 
best estimate of anticipated demand in a normal year.  However, water use this early winter was 
significantly higher than it has been in past years.  We assume that most of this difference is due to 
increased water demand because of landscaping use, which is not required in normal, wetter 
winters.  To try and take into account this extra demand for water in a drought year, we built a 
water demand schedule as follows.  We assumed that demand at the height of summer, in August, 
would be close to the historic rate. To estimate the “extra” demand for landscaping each month 
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between January and August, we fit a model where landscape demand goes up linearly with 
temperature, with August representing peak demand.  We call this this estimated schedule “2014 
estimated demand without conservation”.   
 
iii. Modeling alternative scenarios 
 
(1) No Conservation.  This scenario, our most pessimistic, used the 2014 estimated demand 
schedule without conservation and estimates for what could happen if drought continues and no 
special conservation measures are taken. This scenario resulted in a go‐dry date in the summer of 
2015. (A “go‐dry” date is when the Guild would have to begin purchasing water from an outside 
supplier.) 
 
(2) 20% reduction of estimated 2014 demand.  In this scenario, the estimated 2014 demand 
schedule was reduced 20% each month, modeling the effect of conservation measures with a goal 
of 20% less water use in the community as a whole.  This scenario allowed the Guild to avoid 
importing water in 2015 and to maintain adequate supply into the winter of 2016, which would be 
the next opportunity for refilling the reservoirs if 2015 is another dry year.  
 
.  
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Official Notice of the 
Cuesta La Honda Guild 

April General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 – 7:00 PM 

The Guild Clubhouse 
 
You are invited to attend the April Membership Meeting of the Cuesta La Honda Guild, a California non‐
profit Corporation, being held on Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at 7:00 PM.   
 

 
AGENDA 

 

• Confirmation of Quorum of Members  

• Call to Order and Welcoming Remarks 

• Review of Informational Minutes  of the November 2013 General Membership Meeting 

• Fall General Membership Meeting Date:  Wednesday, November 19, 2014 

• Homeowners’ Forum 

• Financial Report 

•   2014 Budget 

•   Current 2014 Balance Sheet 

               •   CPA 2013 Year End Review 

• Recreation Committee Projects 

• Pool Season ‐ Pool Opens Saturday, May 24, 2014 

• Public Works Projects ‐ Public Works Manager, Peter Lyon  

• Water Committee – Drought issues/Water conservation – David Ehrhardt 

• Adjourn (Estimate at 8 p.m.) 
   

         
The Board appreciates your cooperation and involvement and looks forward to seeing you at the General 
Membership Meeting, Wednesday, April 16, 2014.  A brief Board Meeting will be held prior to the 
General Membership Meeting at 6:30 PM, and the Board Meeting will resume after if time allows.  
 
Thank you,   Cuesta La Honda Guild Board of Directors 

• service@realmanage.com 
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Strong	
  voluntary	
  water	
  conservation	
  allows	
  water	
  rationing	
  to	
  be	
  rescinded.	
  

	
  

At	
  the	
  February	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  meeting,	
  the	
  BOD	
  passed	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  initiate	
  an	
  emergency	
  water-­‐

rationing	
  plan	
  for	
  Cuesta	
  La	
  Honda.	
  As	
  explained	
  in	
  a	
  previous	
  mailing,	
  the	
  record	
  drought,	
  combined	
  
with	
  unusually	
  high	
  water	
  use	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  and	
  early	
  part	
  of	
  January,	
  prompted	
  concern	
  that	
  if	
  the	
  drought	
  
continues	
  through	
  next	
  year,	
  water	
  demand	
  at	
  these	
  high	
  rates	
  of	
  use	
  would	
  outstrip	
  supply.	
  	
  This	
  

concern	
  was	
  supported	
  by	
  modeling	
  water	
  supply	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  two	
  years.	
  	
  The	
  BOD	
  responded	
  by	
  
informing	
  the	
  community	
  of	
  the	
  problem,	
  encouraging	
  water	
  conservation,	
  and	
  adopting	
  the	
  rationing	
  
plan.	
  	
  

The	
  rationing	
  plan	
  was	
  adopted	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  encouraging	
  a	
  reduction	
  in	
  water	
  use	
  by	
  at	
  least	
  20%.	
  	
  

This	
  level	
  of	
  reduction	
  was	
  predicted	
  in	
  the	
  water	
  model	
  to	
  significantly	
  extend	
  the	
  Guild’s	
  water	
  supply	
  
in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  sustained	
  drought,	
  getting	
  the	
  system	
  through	
  2015	
  to	
  the	
  winter	
  of	
  2016,	
  provided	
  that	
  
stream	
  flow	
  slows	
  but	
  does	
  not	
  stop.	
  The	
  adoption	
  of	
  the	
  conservation	
  plan	
  was	
  also	
  meant	
  to	
  indicate	
  

clearly	
  the	
  seriousness	
  of	
  the	
  situation	
  to	
  the	
  community.	
  	
  Fortunately,	
  since	
  public	
  education	
  efforts	
  
began,	
  Guild	
  water	
  use	
  has	
  dropped	
  about	
  30%,	
  exceeding	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  a	
  20%	
  reduction.	
  	
  This	
  reduction	
  
has	
  been	
  sustained,	
  so	
  at	
  the	
  March	
  meeting,	
  the	
  BOD	
  rescinded	
  the	
  rationing	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  time	
  being.	
  	
  

Good	
  job	
  Cuesta!	
  

It	
  is	
  important	
  that	
  the	
  community	
  understand	
  that	
  this	
  does	
  not	
  mean	
  we	
  are	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  woods.	
  	
  
Conservation	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  continued	
  and	
  increased	
  as	
  warm	
  weather	
  approaches.	
  	
  The	
  Guild	
  is	
  closely	
  
monitoring	
  water	
  use,	
  trends	
  in	
  stream	
  flow,	
  and	
  reservoir	
  levels.	
  	
  Changes	
  in	
  water	
  supply	
  or	
  demand	
  

may	
  prompt	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  new	
  conservation	
  goals.	
  	
  The	
  BOD	
  would	
  much	
  rather	
  see	
  conservation	
  goals	
  
met	
  by	
  voluntary	
  efforts	
  rather	
  than	
  the	
  “big	
  stick”	
  of	
  a	
  rationing	
  plan	
  with	
  a	
  lower	
  base	
  allotment	
  and	
  
overuse	
  fees,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  prepared	
  to	
  implement	
  a	
  rationing	
  plan	
  if	
  voluntary	
  efforts	
  fail	
  to	
  meet	
  those	
  

conservation	
  goals.	
  	
  	
  

After	
  the	
  motion	
  passed	
  in	
  February	
  to	
  adopt	
  a	
  rationing	
  plan,	
  the	
  BOD	
  received	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  letters	
  and	
  
comments	
  from	
  Guild	
  members.	
  	
  This	
  feedback	
  is	
  valuable	
  for	
  decision	
  makers	
  and	
  we	
  thank	
  the	
  
community	
  for	
  their	
  engagement.	
  	
  We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  take	
  this	
  opportunity	
  to	
  respond	
  to	
  a	
  few	
  of	
  the	
  

many	
  good	
  questions	
  that	
  were	
  asked	
  and	
  issues	
  that	
  were	
  raised.	
  	
  

Why	
  was	
  the	
  base	
  allotment	
  in	
  the	
  rationing	
  plan	
  set	
  at	
  50%	
  of	
  the	
  normal	
  allotment,	
  when	
  the	
  goal	
  is	
  
a	
  20%	
  reduction	
  in	
  use?	
  	
  Designing	
  and	
  implementing	
  a	
  rationing	
  plan	
  is	
  not	
  an	
  exact	
  science.	
  	
  A	
  cutoff	
  
level	
  for	
  the	
  base	
  allotment	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  established	
  and	
  a	
  fee	
  structure	
  designed.	
  	
  The	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  achieve	
  

a	
  certain	
  level	
  of	
  reduced	
  water	
  use,	
  not	
  to	
  achieve	
  a	
  revenue	
  stream.	
  	
  Some	
  customers	
  already	
  use	
  an	
  



Cuesta La Honda Guild 

Comprehensive Community Management Solutions                                                          Page  2	
  

	
  7655 Redwood Blvd., #100, Novato, CA 94945 • P: 866-473-2573 • F: 415-367-9045 • service@realmanage.com 

	
  

absolute	
  minimum	
  of	
  water,	
  and	
  would	
  have	
  a	
  hard	
  time	
  reducing	
  their	
  use	
  further,	
  while	
  others	
  use	
  
more	
  than	
  the	
  base	
  allotment.	
  	
  At	
  the	
  last	
  meter	
  reading,	
  where	
  overall	
  water	
  use	
  was	
  higher	
  than	
  

normal,	
  about	
  80%	
  of	
  Guild	
  water	
  accounts	
  had	
  used	
  50%	
  or	
  less	
  of	
  the	
  base	
  allotment	
  This	
  was	
  the	
  
basis	
  for	
  the	
  50%	
  percent	
  reduction	
  in	
  the	
  base	
  allotment	
  in	
  the	
  rationing	
  plan.	
  	
  	
  

	
  The	
  USGS	
  estimates	
  that	
  the	
  average	
  water	
  use	
  per	
  person	
  is	
  80-­‐100	
  gallons	
  per	
  day.	
  	
  The	
  Guild’s	
  
proposed	
  base	
  allotment	
  (600	
  cubic	
  feet	
  per	
  month)	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  less	
  than	
  half	
  of	
  that	
  for	
  a	
  

family	
  of	
  four.	
  This	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  be	
  difficult	
  and/or	
  near	
  impossible	
  for	
  a	
  family	
  of	
  4,	
  and	
  rather	
  
impossible	
  for	
  a	
  larger	
  family. 	
  The	
  proposed	
  allotment	
  reduction	
  was	
  indeed	
  a	
  tight	
  squeeze	
  for	
  a	
  
family	
  of	
  four.	
  It	
  is	
  hard	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  one-­‐size-­‐fits-­‐all	
  solution,	
  which	
  is	
  why,	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  adopting	
  a	
  

mandatory	
  rationing	
  plan,	
  the	
  Board	
  plans	
  to	
  offer	
  a	
  case-­‐by-­‐case	
  appeal	
  process.	
  The	
  USGS	
  data	
  
indicated	
  how	
  much	
  water	
  was	
  used	
  per	
  capita,	
  not	
  what	
  a	
  reasonable	
  minimum	
  amount	
  of	
  treated	
  
water	
  should	
  be	
  per	
  person.	
  	
  The	
  USGS	
  data	
  for	
  a	
  family	
  of	
  4	
  is	
  above	
  the	
  normal	
  allotment	
  in	
  Cuesta.	
  	
  

The	
  last	
  time	
  water	
  meters	
  were	
  read,	
  in	
  January,	
  only	
  nine	
  accounts	
  were	
  over	
  the	
  normal	
  allotment.	
  
The	
  nine	
  accounts	
  included	
  the	
  Guild’s	
  account	
  because	
  of	
  a	
  leak	
  in	
  the	
  pool	
  (which	
  has	
  since	
  been	
  
stopped).	
  	
  The	
  point	
  of	
  a	
  rationing	
  plan	
  is	
  to	
  motivate	
  strong	
  water	
  conservation	
  practices,	
  not	
  to	
  

impose	
  undue	
  hardship.	
  	
   

It	
  is	
  speculation	
  that	
  next	
  year	
  may	
  be	
  as	
  dry	
  as	
  this	
  year.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  true,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  also	
  speculation	
  that	
  the	
  
weather	
  will	
  return	
  to	
  normal.	
  	
  This	
  drought	
  is	
  unusual	
  in	
  recent	
  history,	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  way	
  to	
  know	
  if	
  
next	
  year	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  return	
  to	
  “normal”	
  or	
  not.	
  	
  Preparing	
  for	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  a	
  second	
  dry	
  year	
  is	
  easier	
  

if	
  we	
  build	
  raw	
  water	
  reserves	
  now	
  at	
  modest	
  levels	
  of	
  conservation,	
  rather	
  than	
  having	
  to	
  protect	
  those	
  
reserves	
  with	
  much	
  deeper	
  cuts	
  in	
  use	
  later.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  proposed	
  conservation	
  plan	
  expires	
  in	
  three	
  months	
  and,	
  if	
  needed,	
  cannot	
  be	
  re-­‐implemented	
  as	
  

an	
  emergency	
  measure.	
  While	
  the	
  law	
  allows	
  the	
  BOD	
  to	
  implement	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  fee	
  structure	
  on	
  an	
  
emergency	
  basis	
  for	
  three	
  months,	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  permit	
  extending	
  such	
  a	
  change	
  by	
  the	
  same	
  mechanism.	
  	
  
That	
  would	
  require	
  a	
  change	
  to	
  the	
  Guild’s	
  bylaws.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  the	
  BOD	
  is	
  drafting	
  an	
  amendment	
  to	
  the	
  

Guild’s	
  bylaws,	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  Drought	
  Contingency	
  Plan,	
  which	
  would	
  allow	
  for	
  more	
  flexible	
  
implementation	
  of	
  a	
  water-­‐rationing	
  plan,	
  should	
  it	
  be	
  need	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  This	
  amendment	
  will	
  of	
  
course	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  comment	
  and	
  approval	
  by	
  the	
  membership.	
  	
  	
  

Sincerely,	
  

	
  
Cuesta	
  La	
  Honda	
  Guild	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  	
  



 
 

March 13, 2014 
 

 

Re:  San Gregorio Creek Water Availability – Request for Voluntary Reductions in Diversions 

 
 

Dear Water User: 
 

As you are aware, water flowing in the San Gregorio Creek Stream System is currently well below 

normal due to limited rainfall received so far this season.  This letter is written to request all water users 

in the San Gregorio Creek Stream System take immediate actions to increase water conservation 

efforts to help maintain flows in the stream system for the benefit of all water right holders, fish, 

wildlife, and other instream uses. 

 

The 1993 Decree specifies priorities of rights wherein no water user is entitled to divert any water 

until the allotments to all higher priorities have been satisfied and further requires all water users with 

the same priority to share equitably in any supply shortage.  Our current water supply projections and 

past experience indicate that the cessation of diversions under lower priority allocations (4th and 3rd 

priorities) and severe reductions in diversions under 2nd priority allocations will be necessary this 

summer season.  In the upcoming weeks and months, subsequent notices will be distributed requesting 

mandatory restrictions in diversions in accordance with the requirements of the 1993 Decree.  Unless 

the current water supply outlook changes, no‐pump day notices will likely be issued to 2nd priority water 

users much earlier in the irrigation season than in the past. 

 

Your cooperation and assistance, now and in the upcoming dry season, are greatly appreciated.  

Please contact me if you have any questions or require additional information.  

 

   
Sincerely, 

               
 

  
              Julian Fulwiler, P.E. 
              Stetson Engineers Inc. 

                Watermaster for San Gregorio Creek      
 
 
 
cc:  (representative letter) 

Honorable George A. Miram   



 

 

May 16, 2014 
 

 

Re:  San Gregorio Creek Water Availability – Notice to 2nd Priority Water Users to Reduce Diversions 

 
Dear Water User: 

 
As you are aware, water flowing in the San Gregorio Creek Stream System continues to be 

significantly below normal due to limited rainfall received this past winter.  Our projections 

indicate that the available water supply has become insufficient to meet all 2nd priority water 

right allocations (irrigation, outside domestic and commercial stock watering uses).   

The 1993 Decree specifies priorities of rights wherein no water user is entitled to divert 

any water until the allotments to all higher priorities have been satisfied and further requires all 

water users with the same priority to share equitably in any supply shortage.  We have notified 

or are completing the process of notifying all 4th and 3rd priority water users to cease diverting 

so that the 2nd priority allotments may be satisfied.   

This letter is written to respectfully request that you, as having a 2nd priority water right, 

stop diverting water for two days of each week (until further notice), beginning May 19, 2014, 

according to your Point of Diversion (POD) Number as set forth in the schedule below: 

 

   Point of Diversion Numbers    No Diversions During Day of Week* 

POD #1 through #35  Sundays and Tuesdays 
POD #36 through #70  Mondays and Wednesdays 
POD #71 through #105  Tuesdays and Thursdays 
POD #106 through #140  Wednesdays and Fridays 
POD #141 through #175  Thursdays and Saturdays 
POD #176 through #210  Fridays and Sundays 
POD #211 through #245  Saturdays and Mondays 
POD#1000 through #1002  Saturdays and Mondays 

 

 

                                                 
* Note: Four of the largest irrigators in the lower portion of the watershed will be on a specific rotation schedule, 
different than above, which also includes two days each of no diversions. 
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Your Point of Diversion Number(s) with 2nd Priority uses are shown on the attachment 

to this letter.  Please use your Point of Diversion Number(s) from the attachment and the above 
schedule to determine which days of the week you should not divert any water. 

Beginning May 19, 2014 (and until further notice) you are also requested to not divert 

water at a rate that is greater than your Decreed allocation, taken continuously over a 24‐

hour period.  By way of example, if your total daily allocation is 5,000 gallons per day, then your 

maximum allowable diversion rate, beginning May 19, would be calculated as follows:   

  5,000  = 3.5 gallons per minute     (EXAMPLE) 
      24 x 60 
 
In the upcoming weeks and months, subsequent notices for further reductions in 

diversions will be necessary.  Please be advised that based on a comparison with historical 

droughts, lower San Gregorio Creek may go dry this summer.  Please contact me if you have any 

questions or require additional information.  

 

   
Sincerely, 

               
 

  
              Julian Fulwiler, P.E. 
              Stetson Engineers Inc. 

                Watermaster for San Gregorio Creek      
 
 
 
cc:  (representative letter) 

Honorable George A. Miram   
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January 31,2014

Water Conservation in CSA-7

Dear CSA-7 Water System Customers:

On January 17 ,2014 Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. declared a drought state of emergency and encouraged
all Californians to conserve water in every way possible. As you are aware, Alpine Creek is CSA-7's only
source of water approved by the California Department of Public Health. Although CSA-7 has not yet received
a notice from the Watermaster requiring mandatory reductions in water diversion from Alpine Creek, it is
unpredictable how long the drought will continue and its prolonged effect on CSA-7's water supply.

Conserving water can be as simple as turning off water when not in use, fixing leaks, washing fulI loads of
laundry, etc. More information on water conservation can be found at:

http ://www.wateraware.ors/

We appreciate your efforts in conserving water. If you have any questions please call (650) 363-4100.

Very truly yours,

Mark Chow, P.E.
Principal Civil Engineer
Utilities-Flood Control-Watershed Protection

mc
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cc: Supervisor Horsley, District 3, County of San Mateo
James C. Porter, P.E., Director of Public Works
Ann M. Stillman, P.E., Deputy Director of Public V/orks

Re:



Scrve Water Right crt Home

ln California, woter is a linited tesource. Add to this a growing population and it's clear we need to work together to
stretch our existing wote r supplies. lou can hetp by conserving water inside and outside your home. And, don,t forget,
sovtng wqter saves energ)/ ond money and it's easy to do!

lndoor wcter scving tips
' 0nly run full loods in the woshing mochine ond if you ore purchosing q new wqsher sometime soon,

purchose q woter ond energy soving model.

' Don't letthe woter run while you're woshing dishes or brushingyour teeth.

. Use woter-soving showerheqds ond tqke shorter showers.

. 0nfy run full loods in the dishwosher.

. Fix leoky foucets qnd toilets - if the toilet flopper volve leoks,
it's on eosy problem to fix ond stops enormous woste of woter,

0utdoor wqter soving tÌps
. Use drip irrigotion f or your flowers, trees qnd gorden.

' Stop wotering before wqter storts to flow from youryord to the gutter.

' Know how to use youräutomotic sprinkler system, ond set your time to locol wotering hours.
Turn it off during roiny seqsons qnd don't let sprinklers run if it's roining. lr.,loteryouryord in
the eorly morning or lote eveníngto minimize evoporotion ond don't use the sprinklers on windy doys.

. Mointqin your sprinkler systems ond fix leoking pipes.

' Make sure your sprinklers ore directed toword wotering the yurd, not the sidewolk or drivewoy.

' consider replocing port ofyour lqwn with o deck, potio or low wqter-use plonts.
Gross is one of the highest users of wqter in outdoor londscoping.

. lnsteqd of o hose, use q broom to cleqn drivewoys ond wolkwoys.

. Use o shutoff nozzle on your hose,

. Cover pools ond spos to reduce evoporotion.

By following these eosy tips, cn qverqge Cqliforniq fcmily con help ssve this much water:
' Londscopingwith plonts ond flowers thqt need o little woter con use 50 percent less woter

' 0nlywoteringthe lown when itneeds itsqves qbout 1500 gollons qmonth

. Covering the pool sqves qbout I000 gollons o month

' Cleoning the drivewoy ond sidewolk with q broom insteod of o hose soves obout lS0 gollons eoch time

' Runningfull loods in the woshing mochine qnd dishwosher soves obout 800 gollons o month

' Toking five minute showers while using q low-flow showerheod con sqve qbout 600 golf ons of wqter o month
. Fixing leoky foucets ond pipes soves qbout 140 gollons o month

This orticle, in English ond four
other longuoges, con be submitted to
locul newspopers, nogozines or used

¡n newsletters to encoutoge woter conser-
votion, lt is ovoiloble for free f¡om

www.woterowdre,org



And don,t forget, in oddìtion to conservingwoter, we need to do our port to keep it cleon. lf Colifornions keep pollut-

onts like pesticides, used motor oil ond litter out of our woter supplies, we'll protect the quolity of ourwoter into the

future. 0ne eosy woy to ovoid polluting our woter supplies is to stop pouring woste such os motor oil ond other pollut-

ing substonces down street droins. Let's qll help to enjoy cleon, cleor woter when we need it'

For more informqtion on Cqlifornio's woter qnd woter conservotion, visit the Coliforniu Woter Aworeness Compoign Web

site qt www.woterowore.org or coll 9I6-325-2596.
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POTENTIAL WATER SHORTAGE ! ! !

CONSERVATION NBEDED ! ! !

June 6,2014

Re: Water Conservation in CSA-7

Dear CSA-7 Water System Customers:

On January 3I,2014 we asked that you conserve water in every way possible due to the drought
conditions. We thank you for your efforts to date.

As you are aware, Alpine Creek (Creek) is CSA-7's only source of water approved by the California
Department of Public Health. CSA-7 has been monitoring the depth of the Creek flow at the system
intake for the last few months. Based on our recent monitoring, it appears that the Creek may become
dry over the summer months. Should the Creek reach a cdtical depth above the system intake, CSA-7
will not be able to draw water from the Creek.

CSA-7 has informed the State and County Offices of Emergency Services, the County's
Environmental Health Division, and the State Department of Public Health of its current situation and
the potential need to acquire water from other sources. To prepare for this potential emergency, staff is
working with these agencies and other water providers in the County to formulate a contingency plan
should CSA-7 not be able to pump water from the Creek.

Conserving water can be as simple as turning off water when not in use, fixing leaks, washing full
loads of laundry, etc. More information on water conservation can be found at:

http ://www.wateraware. orq/

We appreciate your ongoing efforts in conserving water and will inform you if there are changes to the
current situation. If you have any questions please call (650) 363-4100.

Mark Chow, P.E.
Principal Civil Engineer
Utilities-Flood Control-Watershed Protection

mc
G:\Users\utility\water\_CSA-7\CUSTOMER\CSA7 Conservation Letteilun 2014.doc

cc: Supervisor Horsley, District 3, County of San Mateo
James C. Porter, P.E., Director of Public Works
Ann M. Stillman, P.E., Deputy Director of Public Works



 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Santa  Clara  Valley Water District.    February  25,  2014.    Resolution No.  14‐11  –  Calling  for  20  Percent Water Use 
Reduction through December 31, 2014. 

 

   







 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Sonoma County Water Agency 

Sonoma County Water Agency.  No Date.  Drought Declarations. 

___________.    February  2,  2014.    Voluntary  20  Percent Water  Conservation  Request  Issued  to  North  Bay Water 
Utilities.   

County of Sonoma.   February 25, 2014.   Agenda  Item Summary Report –  Informational report on  impacts of drought 
and take recommendation actions. 

 

   



 Drought 
Declarations 

County of Sonoma 
• Resolution Number 14-0067:  Resolution of The Board Of Supervisors Of The County of

Sonoma, Proclaiming a Local Emergency Due to Drought Conditions in the County of 
Sonoma and Requesting Immediate State and Federal Assistance, 2/26/14 

• Resolution Number 14-0068:  Concurrent Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of The
Sonoma County Water Agency and the County of Sonoma Board of Supervisors Supporting
Governor Brown’s Emergency Drought Declaration and Directing other Actions in Response
to the Drought Conditions, 2/26/14

• Resolution Number 14-0069:  Resolution of The Board of Supervisors Of The County Of
Sonoma, State of California, Requesting the California Office of Emergency Services
Concurrence in Local Emergency, 2/26/14

• Resolution Number 14-0070:  Resolution of The Board of Supervisors Of The County Of
Sonoma, State of California, Requesting that the Governor of the State of California Request
a Presidential Declaration of Emergency, 2/26/14

County of Mendocino 
• Resolution Number 14:  Resolution of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors

Declaring Local Emergency and Imminent Threat of Disaster in Mendocino County Due 
to Drought Conditions, 1/7/8/14 























RESOLUTION NO. 14- 

RESOLUTION OF THE MENDOCINO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DECLARING 
LOCAL EMERGENCY AND IMMINENT THREAT OF DISASTER IN MENDOCINO COUNTY 
DUE TO DROUGHT CONDITIONS 

WHEREAS, Mendocino County is now entering its second year of significant reduction 
of rain fall; and 

WHEREAS, drought conditions and water delivery limitations have become worse in this 
second year of less than average rain fall, creating emergency conditions in Mendocino County; 
and 

WHEREAS, Lake Mendocino storage remains at unprecedentedly low levels; and 

WHEREAS, recently the City of Willits informally sought advice from the County Office of 
Emergency Services on whether or not to declare an emergency due to extremely low water 
availability to its municipal customers, and is poised to enact water rationing provisions on its 
January 8, 2014 City Council meeting to maintain what little water it has left; and  

WHEREAS, on December 31, 2013, the State Water Resources Control Board agreed 
to change the ways it measures the hydrological index for the Russian River Watershed, 
meaning it ceases to use cumulative inflows to Lake Pillsbury which currently reflects only a 
"Dry" index and has now instead opted to use a realistic method of measurement to reflect 
"Critically Low" conditions in Lake Mendocino; and 

WHEREAS, Ukiah Valley vintners and farmers depend on water from one and only one 
source of water, Lake Mendocino, for frost protection and watering of livestock.  This supply is 
critically short, thus placing the local economy in a state of dire emergency if water runs out; and 

WHEREAS, the entire Mendocino County economy is placed in great jeopardy because 
of the current water shortage due to its dependence on Lake Mendocino and Russian River 
water allocations, and must act proactively to prevent an imminent disaster; and 

WHEREAS, due to drought conditions and the aforementioned regulatory constraints, it 
is unlikely that water currently in Lake Mendocino, the principal source of water for much of 
Mendocino County and the sole source of water for Redwood Valley, will be adequate to meet 
the essential water supply needs of the County's residents this summer and fall; and 

WHEREAS, the adverse environmental, economic, and social impacts of the drought 
pose an imminent threat of disaster and threaten to cause widespread harm to people, 
businesses, property, communities, wildlife and recreation in Mendocino County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors declares that a local emergency and imminent threat of disaster exists in 
Mendocino County due to drought conditions. 

The foregoing Resolution introduced by Supervisor __________, seconded by 
Supervisor _________, and carried this ______ day of ________, 2014, by the following vote: 

Page 1 of 2 



AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
WHEREUPON, the Chair declared said Resolution adopted and SO ORDERED. 

ATTEST: CARMEL J. ANGELO 
Clerk of the Board 

______________________________ 
Deputy 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
THOMAS R. PARKER, County Counsel 

______________________________ 

_________________________________ 
JOHN PINCHES, Chair 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 

I hereby certify that according to the 
provisions of Government Code Section 
25103, delivery of this document has 
been made. 

BY: CARMEL J. ANGELO 
Clerk of the Board 

_________________________________ 
Deputy 
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Voluntary 20 Percent Water Conservation Request Issued to North Bay Water
Utilities
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2014-02-03

For Immediate Release

February 3, 2014                                                                                 

CONTACT:

Brad Sherwood

Community & Governmental Affairs Manager

707.547.1927 (office)

707.322.8192 (cell)

sherwood@scwa.ca.gov

(Santa Rosa, CA)  Sonoma County Water Agency (Water Agency) General Manager Grant Davis today will call on residents of the cities and water districts

it serves to reduce their water use by 20 percent.  View a video statement from General Manager Grant Davis. The Water Agency provides wholesale

drinking water to the cities of Santa Rosa, Petaluma, Rohnert Park, Sonoma, Cotati, the Town of Windsor, and the Valley of the Moon, North Marin and

Marin Municipal water districts – otherwise known as the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water Partnership.  The Water Agency’s request responds to Governor

Brown’s emergency drought declaration that included a request for 20 percent voluntary conservation.  

Grant Davis, General Manager of the Water Agency said, “The Water Agency supports the governor’s emergency drought declaration, and that’s why I am

asking everyone who receives water from our Russian River water supply system to immediately reduce their water use by 20 percent.  A voluntary 20

percent reduction will save 3 billion gallons of water this year.  I have also directed my finance team to develop next year’s budget assuming this 20

percent reduction.  Proactive financing will help prepare for declining water sales due to the drought and resulting necessary conservation.”

Water Agency Director Efren Carrillo stated, “Our two water supply reservoirs, Lake Sonoma and Lake Mendocino, remain historically low.  Conditions

today are worse than during the 1977 drought; we need at least 13 inches of rain to even get up to 1977 conditions.  We didn’t have Lake Sonoma in 1977

and are lucky it’s there.  Although Lake Sonoma’s water supply storage is 66 percent of capacity, we must conserve that supply in case dry conditions

continue into next year.”

Water Agency Director Susan Gorin added, “We will get through this drought by pulling together as a community.  Taking simple steps to save water such

as turning off outdoor irrigation can help our community reach a 20 percent conservation goal.  Resources are available to help our community during

these dry times.  I encourage everyone to visit www.wateroff.org to learn more about the drought and how to save water.” 

Current Russian River water supply conditions:

Lake Mendocino:  36% of water supply capacity

Lake Sonoma:  65% of water supply capacity

The Water Agency will continue to monitor daily water use, reservoir storage levels and weather conditions.  Updated drought information can be found on

the Water Agency’s website at www.sonomacountywater.org.

###

The Sonoma County Water Agency is working to secure our future by investing in our water resources, community and environment.  The Water Agency

provides water supply, flood protection and sanitation services for portions of Sonoma and Marin counties. Visit us on the Web at

www.sonomacountywater.org

 

<< back to All Press Releases
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County of Sonoma 
Agenda Item 

Summary Report 

Agenda Item Number: 34
(This Section for use by Clerk of the Board Only.) 

Clerk of the Board 
575 Administration Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

 

To: Sonoma County Board of Supervisors; Water Agency Board of Directors 

Board Agenda Date: February 25, 2014 Vote Requirement: Majority 

Department or Agency Name(s): County Administrator; Water Agency 

Staff Name and Phone Number: Supervisorial District(s): 

Veronica Ferguson; Grant Davis All 

Title: Informational report on impacts of drought and take recommendation actions 

Recommended Actions: 

 Receive an update on drought conditions facing the region, adopt a Resolution of the Board of Supervisors 
proclaiming a drought emergency in Sonoma County, and adopt a Concurrent Resolution of the Board of 
Supervisors and the Board of Directors of the Sonoma County Water Agency urging a 20% voluntary reduction in 
water use and other specific actions in response to drought conditions. 
 

Executive Summary: 

Several consecutive dry years, followed by the driest calendar year on record in 2013, have culminated in a 
statewide drought, including Sonoma County. Due to the lack of rain, water storage levels are at historic lows in 
both of our region’s two water supply reservoirs, Lake Sonoma and Lake Mendocino.  Most critical is Lake 
Mendocino currently at 41 percent of water supply storage capacity with no carry over supply for next year.  Lake 
Sonoma’s water supply capacity is currently 68 percent with a year or more of supply remaining. 
 
Drought in Sonoma County has broad impacts and considerations that extend beyond drinking water and 
conservation efforts. The local agricultural system, the County’s wholesale and retail water responsibilities, 
general county operational practices, tourism, fire services and prevention, conservation messaging and practices 
within the community at large, and consideration of the public’s health are all important aspects of the County’s 
drought response. In some instances, such as local agriculture, the drought has created a critical emergency with 
significant crop loss and costs to local producers. 
 
Several jurisdictions within the County have already proclaimed states of emergency or similar responses to the 
drought. The city of Cloverdale has proclaimed a Stage 2 Water Shortage Emergency, which requires customers to 
reduce water consumption by 25%, permitting of hydrant use, and water service only by request at restaurants; 
the City of Healdsburg has proclaimed a Water Shortage Emergency and implemented Stage 2 mandatory water 
conservation measures; the City of Santa Rosa has approved voluntary 20% reduction in water use and funding 
for outreach materials; the City of Sonoma has approved voluntary 15% reduction in water use; and the City of 
Rohnert Park has approved voluntary 20% reduction in water use. In addition, the County of Mendocino has 
proclaimed a drought emergency, which supported the Town of Willits in receiving outside funding, and provided 
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for a heightened level of coordination on County wide response. 

This report provides an overview of the current status of the drought in Sonoma County, specific actions 
underway or planned by the Water Agency and various Departments, requests your Board’s proclamation of a 
state of emergency related to the drought, and requests your Board’s adoption of voluntary conservation 
measures. 

Water Agency Drought-Related Actions 

The Water Agency, in December 2013, requested and received a Temporary Urgency Change Order from the 
State Water Resources Control Board allowing the Water Agency to preserve Lake Mendocino water storage 
levels by reducing releases into the Russian River. The Russian River water supply system is now in a critical 
condition per the Water Agency's water rights.  This means minimum flows have been dropped to 25 cubic-feet-
per-second (cfs) in the Russian River north of Healdsburg; 75 cfs in Dry Creek; and 35 cfs in the Lower Russian 
River. To date, over 3,000 acre-feet of water has been preserved due this change. 
 
On February 3, 2014, the Water Advisory Committee adopted a resolution pledging support for a 20% voluntary 
reduction. The Water Agency’s proposed FY 14/15 budget is based upon reduced water sales and uses reserve 
funds to reduce water rate increases that would otherwise have occurred due to the lower water sales estimate. 
 
The Water Agency and the Water Contractors, participating in the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water Partnership, have 
implemented an aggressive public outreach effort – there's a drought on; turn the water off  – to increase drought 
and water conservation awareness. Because the impacts of the drought vary geographically, Water Agency staff is 
also developing drought town hall meetings in each supervisorial district for March and April, along with a public 
outreach event called the drought drive-thru to distribute free water use efficiency equipment to help save water 
along with water conservation tips and resources. In addition to these outreach efforts, the Board has approved 
several efforts for the Water Agency to staff to increase water supply system reliability, resiliency and efficiency in 
the face of limited resources, regulatory constraints and climate change uncertainties. 
 
Water Agency staff is working with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to improve our ability 
to capture and manage water from atmospheric rivers. In addition, Agency staff is meeting monthly with water 
managers in the upper Russian River (including Mendocino County) and coordinating regularly with State Water 
Resources Control Board staff and meeting every other week with applicable resource agencies including the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, National Marine Fisheries Service, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
regarding drought, water supply, and fisheries issues. In addition, the Water Agency is implementing long term 
projects that will provide secure and reliable water supplies for the future, including programs for the sustainable 
management of groundwater resources in the Alexander Valley, Santa Rosa Plain and Sonoma Valley as well as 
implementation of water reuse programs throughout our service area. 

Agricultural Commissioner and UC Cooperative Extension   

The Agricultural Commissioner has surveyed local producers to determine the economic impact. Through these 
efforts, as of January 31, 2014, it is estimated that Sonoma County rangeland is at 94% loss, pasture at 93% loss, 
and Oat Hay and Volunteer Hay both at 100% loss, among other significant impacts. While the economic impact 
continues to grow, it was assessed at approximately $6.2 million as of January 31st. The Agricultural 
Commissioner, in collaboration with the University of California Cooperative Extension, is working to assist the 
agricultural community respond to the drought, as well as providing technical and other support necessary to 
support financial assistance applications. 
 
In partnership with several agricultural organizations and the UC Cooperative Extension, the Agricultural 
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Commissioner hosted a workshop to identify the impacts of the drought on the local agricultural community as 
well as options for addressing those impacts, including available funding. The results of the workshop will be 
consolidated and presented to the Board as appropriate. In addition, the Agricultural Commissioner has taken the 
lead to investigate and is prepared to implement a water hauling/trucking program to aid ranchers and farmers 
who are in dire need of water for livestock and feed.  

Transportation and Public Works 

The County operates several small water districts.  Water district customers have been advised to immediately 
implement voluntary water conservation measures and planning for emergency water provisions is underway. 
Russian River Utilities is securing water delivery service from a private hauler who has delivery trucks that meet 
the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) standards for potable water. In addition, staff and the water 
district’s maintenance contractor, Russian River Utilities (RRU), are preparing for drought related impacts to 
surface and ground water sources that provide water to the Freestone, Jenner and Salmon Creek water systems.  
 
Transportation and Public Works is modifying its operations in other areas to conserve water.  For example, Road 
Maintenance has not washed vehicles at Santa Rosa yard for over 2 years. Parking areas in the road yards are 
swept, not washed, due to storm water regulations. All culvert and storm drain cleaning is done with a Vactor 
truck and use at least 50% less water through their pressure nozzles. Similarly, Sonoma Compost Company, the 
largest water user at the Central Landfill, is pursuing measures to use other water sources, such as reclaimed 
brewery water, rather than well water to add required moisture to incoming materials during the dry season.   

Regional Parks 

Regional Parks is striving to set an example of water conservation in the management of parks, open space, and 
landscaping. Over the past decade, Regional Parks has implemented a variety of strategies to conserve water 
resources including restroom fixture conversions for low flow/auto shut valves, irrigation schedules and the 
conversion of water intensive landscape to native drought-tolerant plantings. In addition, the Department has 
implemented new procedures in response to the drought conditions whereby water will be used minimally for 
sanitation of restrooms, equipment cleaning, and irrigation of landscaped areas while increasing efforts to 
monitor park infrastructure for leaks. Regional Parks will be providing information to campers and park members 
regarding the drought and working closely with the Water Agency to distribute information to park visitors 
throughout the County. 

Permit and Resource Management Department 

PRMD supports a number of water conservation programs to help citizens adapt to changes the drought brings to 
Sonoma County. The Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, required for qualifying projects, details water budgets 
and landscape and irrigation design. Homeowners and businesses can install graywater systems to divert 
wastewater from washing machines, sinks, bathtubs and showers to irrigate landscaping.  Some systems require 
no permit; others only need a plumbing permit.  Residents can also capture rainwater for irrigation using a range 
of systems.  Storage tanks sized 5,000 gallons or less and requiring 50 cubic yards of grading or less do not require 
permits.  Bigger tanks or other storage systems require County and/or State permits.   

General Services 

Since 2008 the Department has reduced water consumption by 48 percent in buildings in the County 
Administration Center, Heavy Equipment Shop, Animal Shelter, La Plaza, Los Guilucos and other General Funded 
Buildings. The reductions have been accomplished though the use of electronic controls, low gallon toilets, 
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reduced landscape areas and other measures. Approximately 30,645,197 gallons of water are saved annually as a 
result of these efforts. The Department will continue to work with all county departments and facilities under its 
responsibility to identify additional opportunities to conserve, including landscaping and facilities operations. 
Efforts will include disseminating water use reduction information to employees, information that employees can 
follow in the workplace and at home. General Services Real Estate will engage the multiple landlords that provide 
lease space for County programs and reiterate the importance of meeting water reduction targets. Information 
and technical assistance relative to water use reduction strategies and measures will be shared with landlords.  

Health Services 

The Department of Health Services is providing support to several departments, including the Water Agency and 
Agricultural Commissioner, as well as monitoring and assessing any potential public health issues arising from the 
drought. Central to the Department’s efforts is public messaging to ensure vulnerable populations drink enough 
clean water, sanitation for medical facilities and restaurants is maintained, and sewage systems avoid failures all 
while conserving water. 

Fire and Emergency Services 

The County’s Fire and Emergency Services Department has maintained close contact with Cal Fire, the California 
Office of Emergency Services, regional emergency coordinators. In addition, because the drought has increased 
the risk of fire, particularly in undeveloped parts of the county, the Department is exploring what additional 
preventative measures, such as increased vegetation management programs, it can undertake. Also related to fire 
services, the Department is working collaboratively with fire districts in the county to modify training practices as 
necessary and appropriate to avoid using significant amounts of potable water. 

State and Federal Legislative Efforts; Emergency Drought Declarations 

The Board of Supervisors along with Water Agency and County staff have worked aggressively with the County’s 
State and Federal delegation to seek support for addressing local drought impacts. 
 
On January 17, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown issued a statewide emergency proclamation based on drought 
conditions in which he called for every Californian to voluntarily reduce water use by 20 percent.  The complete 
text of Governor Brown's proclamation is available here: http://gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=18368 

State Senator Darrell Steinberg is proposing a bill that includes appropriation of funds from existing bonds (Prop 
50, Prop 84 and Prop 1E), the General Fund, and the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to expedite drought relief 
projects across the state. Specifically, the bill would fund projects for local drought preparedness and supply 
reliability including conservation and recycling, emergency drinking water for affected communities, multi-benefit 
flood projects designed to improve water supply, sustainable groundwater management, and emergency actions 
to protect fish and wildlife.  
 
On January 24, 2014, the United States Department of Agricultural designated Sonoma County (along with many 
other counties) a natural disaster area due to drought.  The USDA's designation provides access to a variety of 
emergency financial assistance programs to ranchers and farmers and agriculture-related businesses. 
 
U.S. Senate leaders from California and Oregon have introduced emergency drought legislation to provide funding 
and tools to communities suffering from severe drought impacts. The legislation was introduced by Senators 
Diane Feinstein and Barbara Boxer (D-California) as well as Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon).  The 
California Emergency Drought Relief Act of 2014 would allocate $300 million of federal funding for drought-relief 

http://gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=18368�
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projects and institute provisions to improve agency flexibility for water delivery, without limiting state and federal 
environmental laws. California Natural Resources Agency Secretary John Laird offered comments in support of the 
newly introduced bill.  

County Emergency Drought Proclamation 

The attached Resolution proclaiming a local emergency due to drought conditions covers the entire Sonoma 
County Operational Area, including all nine cities and special districts.  Based on the County’s Operational Area 
Agreement, the county will be the lead agency for mutual aid and coordination with these jurisdictions and the 
State through the California Office of Emergency Services. With this proclamation, additional coordination at the 
operational area will occur to help identify what actions are needed to address broad community impacts, 
particularly to local agriculture. 
 
The proclamation creates a greater suite of opportunities to support our region’s local agriculture and economy. 
For example, additional funding requests for drought related response activities and public outreach may become 
available that can assist the agricultural community, mitigate the increased fire risk, and streamline mitigation 
projects to protect and preserve drinking and agricultural water supplies. Although not currently available 
through the Gubernatorial Proclamation, future reimbursement for emergency response and coordination 
activities may later become available through the California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA). The CDAA would 
allow for reimbursement up to 75% of costs incurred under a locally proclaimed emergency. Several other 
counties have included a request for expanded State and Federal assistance in their proclamations of local 
emergency.  The attached Resolution requests the Governor immediately authorize CDAA reimbursement and 
also requests the Governor seek all available Federal disaster assistance, to include a Presidential Declaration of 
Emergency. 

 

Prior Board Actions: 

 

Strategic Plan Alignment Goal 2: Economic and Environmental Stewardship 

The recommended actions support the conservation of vital resources necessary for the health and 
continued economy of the county and citizens. 

Fiscal Summary - FY 13-14 

Expenditures Funding Source(s) 

Budgeted Amount $   $  

Add Appropriations Reqd. $  State/Federal $  

 $  Fees/Other $  

 $  Use of Fund Balance $  

 $  Contingencies $  

 $   $  

Total Expenditure $  Total Sources $  
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Narrative Explanation of Fiscal Impacts (If Required): 

No specific budget action is requested through this item. However, the CAO will begin to coordinate cost 
tracking associated with emergency response planning and activity, including costs associated with 
staffing the Emergency Operations Center, requesting mutual aide, and other necessary measures. 

Staffing Impacts 

Position Title 
(Payroll Classification) 

Monthly Salary 
Range 

(A – I Step) 

Additions 
(Number) 

Deletions 
(Number) 

    

    

Narrative Explanation of Staffing Impacts (If Required): 

 

Attachments: 

Water Agency Resolution 
County of Sonoma Resolution 
Resolution for State Assistance 
Resolution for Federal Assistance 
 

Related Items “On File” with the Clerk of the Board: 

 



 County of Sonoma 
State of California 

 

 

Date:   February 25, 2014 

Item Number:  

Resolution Number:  

 

4/5 Vote Required
 

 

Resolution Of The Board Of Supervisors Of The County Of Sonoma, State Of 
California, Proclaiming a Local Emergency Due to Drought Conditions in the 
County of Sonoma and Requesting Immediate State and Federal Assistance 

 

WHEREAS, the State of California is experiencing one of the driest winters in recorded history; 

and  

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a State of 

Emergency for the State of California due to drought conditions; and  

WHEREAS, on January 22, 2014, the City of Cloverdale adopted a Resolution declaring a Water 

Shortage Emergency Condition; and 

WHEREAS, on January 24, 2014, the United States Department of Agriculture designated the 

County of Sonoma, along with many other California counties, a natural disaster area due to drought; 

and   

WHEREAS, on February 14, 2014, the City of Healdsburg adopted a Resolution proclaiming a 

drought emergency; and  

WHEREAS, the adverse environmental, economic, health, welfare and social impacts of the 

drought pose an imminent threat of disaster and threaten to cause widespread potential harm to 

people, businesses, agriculture, property, communities, wildlife and recreation in the County of Sonoma.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma, 

State of California, as follows: 

  IT IS PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED, pursuant to Government Code section 8558 and Chapter 10 

of the Sonoma County Code, that a local emergency has existed throughout the County of Sonoma 

because of drought conditions since January 17, 2014; and  

  IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED, that during the existence of this local emergency, 

the powers, functions and duties of the County Administrator, Director of Emergency Services and the 

emergency management organization of the Sonoma County Operational Area shall be those prescribed 

by Federal law; State law; by ordinances, resolutions and the Code of the County of Sonoma; and by the 

Sonoma County/Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan approved the Board of Supervisors; and 

  IT IS REQUESTED that the Governor of the State of California waive regulations that may hinder 

response and recovery efforts, make available California Disaster Assistance Act funding for the State of 

Emergency proclaimed on January 17, 2014, and seek all available forms of Federal disaster assistance 

and relief programs, to include a Presidential Declaration of Emergency; and   

  IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED, pursuant to Government Code section 8630, the 

Board of Supervisors shall review the need for continuing this local emergency at least once every thirty 

days until the Board of Supervisors terminates the local emergency: and  

   IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that a copy of this proclamation be forwarded to the 

State Director of the Office of Emergency Services and all State and Federal legislators representing the 

County of Sonoma.   

Supervisors:         

Gorin:  Zane:  McGuire:  Carrillo:  Rabbitt: 

Ayes:  Noes:  Absent:  Abstain: 

      So Ordered.   
 



 County of Sonoma 
State of California 

 
 

Date:   February 25, 2014 
Item Number:  

Resolution Number:  

 

 

4/5 Vote Required  
 

 

Concurrent Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Sonoma County 
Water Agency and the County of Sonoma Board of Supervisors Supporting 

Governor Brown’s Emergency Drought Declaration and Directing other 
Actions in Response to the Drought Conditions  

 

WHEREAS, calendar year 2013 was the lowest rainfall year on record in 120 years; and 

WHEREAS, the historical dry conditions have resulted in severely low storage levels in Lake 

Mendocino (41% of capacity as of February 19, 2014) requiring a Temporary Urgency Change Order to 

be issued by the State Water Resources Control Board enabling lower in stream releases to the Russian 

River and preserving lake storage; and 

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014 Governor Brown declared a statewide drought in California and 

called for a 20% voluntary reduction in water use; and 

WHEREAS, on January 24, 2014, the United States Department of Agricultural designated 

Sonoma County a natural disaster area due to drought.  The USDA's designation provides access to a 

variety of emergency financial assistance programs to ranchers and farmers and agriculture-related 

businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the agricultural community has been negatively impacted by the drought conditions; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors proclaimed a local emergency due to 

drought conditions on February 25, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, in September 2010, following 16 months of community outreach and involvement, 

the Sonoma County Water Agency Board of Directors approved nine Water Supply Strategies developed 

to increase water supply system reliability, resiliency and efficiency in the face of limited resources, 
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regulatory constraints and climate change uncertainties. The Water Supply Strategies Action plan was 

last updated in 2013;  

WHEREAS, Water Agency staff has been coordinating with affected stakeholders in Sonoma and 

Mendocino counties and resource agencies, including the State Water Resources Control Board, the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the United States Army Corps of Engineers, and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service, on drought issues; 

WHEREAS, Sonoma County Water Agency, along with the Cities of Cotati, Petaluma, Rohnert 

Park, Santa Rosa and Sonoma, the North Marin, Marin Municipal and Valley of the Moon Water Districts 

and the Town of Windsor, are members of the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water Partnership (Partnership), 

through which these members have joined together to provide a regional approach to water use 

efficiency; and 

WHEREAS, these Partnership members recognize that establishing common water conservation 

projects on a regional basis and applicable across the political and jurisdictional boundaries of each 

member may be a means of cost effectively conserving more water than would be otherwise be 

conserved on an individual member-by-member basis; and  

WHEREAS, the Partnership, through its many water efficiency programs, educational seminars 

and outreach campaigns, is working to educate our communities about the importance of conserving 

water resources and curbing water-wasting behaviors; and 

WHEREAS, in summer 2013 the “20-Gallon Challenge” was embraced by community members 

who pledged to reduce water use by 20 gallons per person per day. The 20-Gallon Challenge was 

promoted throughout the Russian River Watershed expanding the Partnership reach into Mendocino 

County. Working together in Sonoma, Marin and Mendocino counties, the “20-Gallon Challenge” 

resulted in a positive response to the 2013 dry spring conditions; and 

WHEREAS, the Partnership members have embarked on a regional water use efficiency media 

campaign titled: “There’s a Drought on. Turn the Water Off” designed to increase awareness and reduce 

water use; and 

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2014, the Water Advisory Committee to the Sonoma County Water 

Agency adopted a resolution pledging support of the Partnership efforts, encouraging residents to 

increase water use efficiency by fixing leaks and eliminating unnecessary outdoor irrigation to help 
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protect and preserve reliable drinking water supplies stored in Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma; and 

urging water customers to heed the Governor's declaration to reduce water use by 20 percent:   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Sonoma County Water 

Agency and the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors hereby: 

1.  Pledges to support the Partnership efforts; and  

2.  Encourages the community to increase water use efficiency by fixing leaks and eliminating 

unnecessary outdoor irrigation to help protect and preserve reliable drinking water supplies stored in 

Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma; and  

3. Urges the community to heed the Governors declaration to reduce water use by at least 20%, 

regardless of water source, to avoid potential future mandatory water use restrictions; and 

4. Directs Water Agency and County staff to explore ways to further reduce water use at Water 

Agency and County facilities; and 

5.  Authorizes the Agricultural  Commissioner to continue to assist the agricultural community by  

implementing water hauling/trucking programs, as needed; and 

6.  Directs Water Agency and County staff to continue engaging stakeholders in Sonoma and 

Mendocino counties to coordinate on drought-related issues, including through the Russian River 

Compact; and 

7.  Supports the Water Agency convening drought town hall meetings in each Supervisorial 

district that would include local governmental and non-governmental partners; and 

8.  Directs Water Agency and County staff to continue to monitor and collaborate with state and 

federal legislative drought relief efforts; and 

9. Directs Water Agency and County staff to continue to collaborate on countywide 

groundwater management issues, including exploring opportunities for groundwater recharge and 

aquifer storage and recovery to provide for resiliency now and in the future. 

10. Directs Water Agency staff to continue to build drought resiliency through improving 

scientific understanding of weather and climate variability in then relate to how water is used; using 

forecasts in coordinated reservoir operations; pursuing integrated water resource management; and 

overcoming fragmentation of water management by strengthening partnerships. 
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Supervisors: 

 
Gorin: Zane: McGuire: Carrillo: Rabbitt: 
 
Ayes: Noes: Absent: Abstain: 
 
   So Ordered.  
 
 
Directors: 
 
Gorin: Zane: McGuire: Carrillo: Rabbitt: 
 

 



 County of Sonoma 
State of California 

 

 

Date:   February 25, 2014 

Item Number:  

Resolution Number:  

 

4/5 Vote Required
 

 

Resolution Of The Board Of Supervisors Of The County Of Sonoma, State Of 
California, Requesting the California Office of Emergency Services Concurrence 

in Local Emergency  
 

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a State of 

emergency for the State of California due to drought conditions, but did not authorize California Disaster 

Assistance Act (CDAA) funding to counties and local government entities; and 

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2014, in accordance with State law, the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of Sonoma proclaimed a local emergency has existed throughout the County of Sonoma due to 

drought conditions since January 17, 2014; and  

WHEREAS, the adverse environmental, economic, health, welfare and social impacts of the 

drought pose an imminent threat of disaster and threaten to cause widespread potential harm to 

people, businesses, agriculture, property, communities, wildlife and recreation in the County of Sonoma.  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, DECLARED AND ORDERED that a copy of this 

Resolution be forwarded to the Director of the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a 

request that he find it acceptable in accordance with the provisions of the California Disaster Assistance 

Act (CDAA) in order to make available CDAA funding for the State of Emergency proclaimed by the 

Governor on January 17, 2014; and   
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  IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sonoma County Auditor Controller Treasurer Tax Collector is 

hereby designated as the authorized representative of the County of Sonoma for the purpose of receipt, 

processing, and coordination of all inquiries and requirements necessary to obtain available State 

assistance; and 

  IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sonoma County Auditor Controller Treasurer Tax Collector is 

hereby designated as the authorized representative of the County of Sonoma for the purpose of receipt, 

processing, and coordination of all inquiries and requirements necessary to obtain available State and 

Federal assistance for the private sector. 

 
 
 

Supervisors:         

Gorin:  Zane:  McGuire:  Carrillo:  Rabbitt: 

Ayes:  Noes:  Absent:  Abstain: 

      So Ordered.   
 



 County of Sonoma 
State of California 

 

 

Date:   February 25, 2014 

Item Number:  

Resolution Number:  

 

4/5 Vote Required
 

 

Resolution Of The Board Of Supervisors Of The County Of Sonoma, State Of 
California, Requesting that the Governor of the State of California Request a 

Presidential Declaration of Emergency  
 

WHEREAS, on January 17, 2014, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a State of 

Emergency for the State of California due to drought conditions; and  

WHEREAS, on January 24, 2014, the United State Department of Agriculture designated the 

County of Sonoma, along with many other California counties, a natural disaster area due to drought; 

and   

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2014, in accordance with State law, the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of Sonoma proclaimed a local emergency has existed throughout the County of Sonoma due to 

drought conditions since January 17, 2014; and  

WHEREAS, local resources are likely unable to cope with the adverse environmental, economic, 

health, welfare and social impacts of the drought which pose an imminent threat of disaster and 

threaten to cause widespread potential harm to people, businesses, agriculture, property, communities, 

wildlife and recreation in the County of Sonoma.   

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, DECLARED AND ORDERED that a copy of this 

Resolution be forwarded through the Director of the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) to 

the Governor of the State of California with a request that the Governor request a Presidential 

Declaration of Emergency; and   
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  IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sonoma County Auditor Controller Treasurer Tax Collector is 

hereby designated as the authorized representative of the County of Sonoma for the  purpose of 

receipt, processing, and coordination of all inquiries and requirements necessary to obtain available 

State and Federal assistance for the public sector; and  

  IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sonoma County Auditor Controller Treasurer Tax Collector is 

hereby designated as the authorized representative of the County of Sonoma for the purpose of receipt, 

processing, and coordination of all inquiries and requirements necessary to obtain available State and 

Federal assistance for the private sector. 

 
 

Supervisors:         

Gorin:  Zane:  McGuire:  Carrillo:  Rabbitt: 

Ayes:  Noes:  Absent:  Abstain: 

      So Ordered.   
 



 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Stinson Beach County Water District 

Stinson Beach County Water District.  January 2014.  Drought Alert – Water Rationing in Effect February 2014. 

__________.  February 2014.  Drought Alert – Water Rationing in Effect February 2014. 

__________.   March 2014.   Revised Drought Rationing Allocation  – Water Rationing Enforcement  in  Effect April 1, 
2014. 

__________.  April 2, 2014.  Drought Status. 

 

   

















 

Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Zone 7 Water Agency 

Zone  7  Alameda  County  Flood  Control  and  Water  Conservation  District  Board  of  Directors.    January  29,  2014.  
Resolution No. 14‐4339 – Proclamation of State of Local Drought Emergency.   

__________. April 16, 2014.  Resolution No. 14‐4361 – Declaring May as Water Awareness Month. 

__________. 2014. Drought Prompts Cuts in Water Deliveries. 
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7/16/2014 Drought update

http://www.zone7water.com/component/content/article/36-content/203-drought 1/2
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Drought update

DROUGHT PROMPTS CUTS IN WATER DELIVERIES

Zone 7 and its retail water suppliers serving Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin and Dougherty

Valley are requiring all customers to conserve during the drought.  Find more

specific information at:  www.trivalleydrought.org.   

Continuing extreme drought conditions have
prompted Zone 7's Board of Directors to set forth
water demand reduction measures needed to
achieve an overall 25% cutback in treated and
untreated water deliveries for 2014.

Zone 7's 2014 Annual Review of Sustainable Water
Supply was presented to the board of April 16, 2014.

Among other things, it clarified the need for water retailers serving Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin and
Dougherty Valley to achieve conservation consistent with "Stage 2 Actions" under Zone 7's Urban
Water Management Plan. To view a new brochure that outlines many of the conservation actions from
the plan, click here.

Because the majority of water used for non-public health and safety is used outdoors, attaining a 25%
reduction over the course of the entire year will require a much larger cutback in outdoor water use this
summer.

The Stage 2 Action Plan consists of:

1) Reduce Indoor water use by 5%

Water service in restaurants to be provided only when requested.
Check your home's water meter to see if you have a leak (directions are posted at
www.h2ouse.org or by clicking here.
Leaks are prohibited. If you find a leak (even a small one), arrange for it to be repaired as quickly
as possible.
Rebate programs for water-efficient appliances, low-flow toilets (replacing older, high-flow toilets)
and waterless urinals will remain available while funds last (first-come, first-served).

2) Reduce outdoor water use by 50-60% (these limitations apply only to outdoor use of tap

water; they do not apply to applications or use of recycled water).

The following practices are prohibited during the Drought Emergency:
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Watering while it’s raining or less than three days after a rain event.
Any irrigation that results in ponding, flooding, excessive runoff or marshy conditions.
Watering during daylight hours, due to the higher evaporation rates.
Filling a new swimming pool or draining and subsequent complete refilling of existing swimming
pools (in some extremely limited situations related to health and safety needs and localized
groundwater conditions, waivers may be considered).
Refilling (topping off) swimming pools that are uncovered when not in use.
Use of non-recycling decorative water fountains.
Using hoses without quick-acting positive shutoff nozzles.
Hosing off sidewalks, driveways, building exteriors, etc.
Any use of potable water related to street sweeping, sewer maintenance, gutter flushing, etc.

Lawn and Landscape Irrigation Limitations

June - September: Water no more than twice per week

October - November: Water no more than once per week

December - March: Do not water (landscape can be dormant).

As with potable water customers, agricultural (untreated water) customers will be provided no more
than 75% of their projected demands (i.e., untreated water customers must also reduce their demands
by at least 25%).

For information on available indoor and outdoor rebate programs, click here.
For additional water conservation tips and resources, click here.
To view a flier with additional information on how local businesses can conserve, click here.

Drought's effect on water hardness

In addition to the need for businesses and residents to reduce water use, another impact of the
drought has to do with changes in water quality as the Valley relies more heavily on the water stored in
its groundwater basin. Because imported State Water Project supplies normally conveyed through the
Delta have been reduced this year from the average of 60% to a mere 5% of Zone 7’s contract
amount, Zone 7 will be withdrawing from the water stored as groundwater during previous wet years to
meet local demands. Using water from groundwater storage allows Zone 7 to deliver 75% of local
demands instead of the 5% that would otherwise be available without this wonderful, invisible storage
facility.

This use of groundwater means many more customers will be receiving well water than during a
normal year. Even for those customers who routinely receive groundwater, there might be increased
hardness due to reduced use of the demineralization facility (which reduces hardness but does so by
“wasting” about 15% of the groundwater pumped).

As a result, some residents in the valley might notice that the water coming from their taps is “hard.”
Hard water contains a higher amount of naturally-occurring minerals, particularly calcium and
magnesium, than soft water. While hard water can create water spots and scale buildup on plumbing
fixtures, it is safe for drinking, cooking and other household uses (in fact, calcium carbonate is the
same mineral found in calcium vitamin supplements). Your water continues to meet all state and
federal drinking water standards by a comfortable margin.

100 North Canyons Parkway, Livermore, CA  94551                      Contact Us  |  Site Map  |  Suggestions
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Bay Area Drought Relief Program (Bay DRP) 
2014 IRWM Drought Grant Application 

Other Agencies (e.g., Wholesale Customers) 

City of American Canyon.   February 4, 2014.   Resolution #2014‐14; A Resolution of  the City Council of  the City of 
American Canyon, Declaring a Water Conservation Stage 1 Water Shortage and Calling for a 20% Voluntary Reduction 
of Water Use by All Residential and Commercial Customers. 

City of St. Helena.    January 28, 2014.   Resolution No. 2014‐3A; Establishing a Water Shortage Emergency Condition 
Requiring the Implementation of Phase II Water Regulations. 

__________.  April 22, 2014.  Resolution No. 2014‐22; Terminating Phase II Water Emergency.   

Town of Yountville.  February 4, 2014.  Resolution Number 3151‐14; Implement Phase 1 Water Emergency Regulations 
and Approve Water Use Efficiency Plan. 
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