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EXHIBIT C 

LIST OF INTERESTED PARTIES 

Water Code section 10723.8(a)(4) requires a list of interested parties developed pursuant to Water Code 

section 10723.2 and an explanation of how their interests will be considered in the development and 

operation of the GSA and the development and implementation of the agency’s sustainability plan.   

PVWMA is governed by a seven-member Board of Directors, all of whom are voters of, and residents 

within, the area served by PVWMA.  Four directors are directly elected by voters within their division 

and three directors are separately appointed by Monterey County, Santa Cruz County, and the City of 

Watsonville.  The three appointed directors must derive at least 50% of their income from agriculture.   

In addition, PVWMA regularly convenes committees of interested stakeholders to study and make 

recommendations to the Board on PVWMA projects and programs.   

For example, PVWMA’s 2014 Basin Management Plan Update was the product of a multi-year 

collaborative effort by a stakeholder committee comprised of 22 representatives from the following 

groups:  

 PVWMA directors and staff 

 Local governmental agencies, including Counties of Santa Cruz and Monterey, City of 

Watsonville, Pajaro Sunny Mesa Community Services District, Aromas Water District 

 Farm Bureaus from Santa Cruz and Monterey County 

 San Andreas Mutual Water Company 

 Community Water Dialogue Effort 

 Landowner Group 

 Neighboring water district 

 Conventional and organic, and inland and coastal agricultural representatives 

 Rural residential 

 Environmental communities.   

The 2014 Basin Management Plan Update effort was successful because the 22 representatives on the 

committee were seated as appointed committee members by the Agency’s Board of Directors and had a 

vote on all recommendations.  This approach was also used for a rate setting committee and resulted in 

a successful rate structure that was approve in 2015 to fund the Basin Management Plan Update 

projects and programs.  This same approach will be used to involve stakeholders in key decisions by 

PVWMA on GSA activities. It is anticipated that periodic updates to the Basin Management Plan will be 

needed in an adaptive management approach to solving the basin overdraft.  

PVWMA will continue to engage these interests and any other interested persons or entities, including 

various regulatory agencies and neighboring GSAs, as it implements the BMP and takes steps as a GSA to 

meet there requirements of SGMA.  This includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

(a) Holders of overlying groundwater rights: 

(1) Agricultural users: 

The Agency is in regular contact with agricultural well users.  The metered agricultural 

production wells, those that pump 10 AF or more per year, receive quarterly bills for 



water production that come with newsletters informing them of ongoing activities 

within the Agency’s boundaries.  In addition, the Agency funds a robust irrigation 

efficiency program with a strong outreach component.  As noted above, agricultural 

water users have been participating in water resource planning committees for years.   

(2) Domestic Well users: 

Like the agricultural well users, domestic well users receive the same quarterly 

newsletters containing information about ongoing Agency activities.  Domestic well 

users, or rural residents, have served on water resource planning committees alongside 

agricultural water users, public water systems, municipalities, etc. 

(b) Municipal well owners: 

The City of Watsonville is the only municipality within the Agency’s boundaries.  The Agency has 

collaborated with the City to build a Recycled Water Facility, which provides disinfected, tertiary 

treated water to agricultural users in the coastal area impacted by seawater intrusion.  Agency 

staff present regularly to City Council and members of the City Council are sent a copy of the 

Agency’s quarterly newsletter.  The City’s Director of Public Works has served on water resource 

planning committees alongside agricultural water users, small water systems, etc. 

(c) Public water systems: 

Several small to mid-size public water systems exist within the Agency’s boundaries. 

Representative from public water systems have recently served on served on water resource 

planning committees alongside agricultural water users, public water systems, municipalities, 

etc. 

(d) Local land use planning agencies: 

The Agency’s statutory boundary, which is the same as the proposed GSA boundary, contains 

portions of three counties: Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito.  Agency staff maintain 

professional relationships with County staff in order to facilitate efficient transfer of 

information.  Quarterly newsletters are distributed to each County’s Board of Supervisors and 

key County staff. 

(e) Environmental users of groundwater: 

While there are not environmental users of groundwater within the Pajaro Valley Groundwater 

Basin, numerous non-profit environmental groups do exist.  Agency staff work closely with these 

groups, inviting representatives to Agency committee meetings, and attending meetings with 

these groups.    

(f) Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and groundwater 

bodies: 

The City of Watsonville is a surface water user.  As noted in municipalities, above, the Agency 

keeps in regular contact with the City on Agency projects and groundwater issues. 

(g) The federal government: 

The Agency has worked closely with various federal government agencies in the past, including 

the Bureau of Reclamation, which has provided significant grant funding that was used to 

construct water supply facilities and infrastructure, and the United States Geological Survey, 

which the Agency has partnered with for over a decade to conduct water resource 

investigations and develop hydrologic models.  

(h) California Native American tribes: 



Staff has working relationships with representatives of Native American Tribes as there are 

several known cultural sites of interest within the Pajaro Valley. . 

(i) Disadvantaged communities, including those served by private domestic wells or small 

community water systems: 

Disadvantaged communities exist in the Pajaro Valley.  Staff work with representatives from 

Community Services Districts to apply for grant funding, and to provide groundwater data when 

applicable. 

(j) Entities listed in Water Code section 10927 that are monitoring and reporting groundwater 

elevations in all or part of the groundwater basin: 

N/A.  The Agency conducts groundwater monitoring and reporting activities for the basin. 

 

 

 


